Minutes

New Jersey Geospatial Forum

September 19, 2008
Welcome and Opening Comments

The meeting was called to order at 10:10 a.m. by David Kunz, Chairperson.

This meeting of the New Jersey Geospatial Forum is held in compliance with N.J.S.A.10:4-6, known as the Open Public Meeting Act.  Adequate notice of this meeting has been filed with the Secretary of State and distributed to the Trenton Times, Star Ledger, Atlantic City Press, and posted on the New Jersey Geographic Information Network (NJGIN) site. 

Reports
a) NJGF General Election

Brian Embley summarized the 2008 NJGF Exec Committee Election.  The constituency groups representatives for County, State, Private, Municipal, and Education are up for election.  Nominations must come from members within each respective group, and the person nominating a candidate must have voting eligibility.  Incumbents are eligible for re-election, but must not have served more than 1 two-year term.  The election schedule is as follows:

September 19th is the start of the nomination period, 

October 17th is the close of the nomination period,
October 31 is the close of  the candidate acceptance period, 
November 8th is the opening of voting opens via the NGJF website, 
November 21 is the close of voting,

December 5th is the announcement of results at the NJGF Forum meeting.

If members have questions, Brian can be contacted at bembley@tnc.org.

b) Executive Committee/ Constituency Groups

1) Federal Government.  Roger Barlow was absent at this meeting.
2)  State Geographic Information Officer.  Doug Schleiffer reported for Andy Rowan.  Doug provided an update on various datasets.  The road feasibility study is in second draft at this time, and the Office of GIS expects a final draft to be sent to project participants around the end of next week.  The ortho imagery from 2007 (4-band geotiffs) were received from the vendor, and are now in QA/QC.  The release is expected shortly.  A new image warehouse will deliver downloads by late October (Mr. Sid format).  Each county will also receive a dvd.  Statewide images (uncompressed) will be available from EROS, but because of the large file size, a requestor must send a external hard drive.  IMS map services will be publicly available (possibly by the end of 2008). Updates on the progress of the datasets is available on the NJGIN website.  Doug also provided an update on the statewide parcels dataset.  Contractros are completing the edge matching for 19 of the 21 counties.  Some municipalities within Middlesex and Essex will also be included, among these are Newark, Orange, and Plainfield.  An interesting finding from this exercise is that some boundaries cross into water bodies.  
3) State Government.   John Bocchino reported for the state government constituency group. John provided an update on the 2007 land use/ land cover dataset.  New funding is available and the dataset is in production, with an expected October 2009 date of completion.  For the hydro dataset, all 5 sub-basins are now complete and available for download in both shapefile and 9.1 geodatabase formats.  A SSURGO soil update from the soil conservation service is also completed.  John announced that metadata training sessions were provided this week, and continue on a regular basis. 
4) County Government.   David Kunz reported that the OPRA task force report and conclusions will have an impact on county government data requests.  A combined municipal/county workshop (GIS user group) meeting is planned.  
5) Regional Authority/MPO.   Will Stevens reported for this constituency group.  He is still planning on a convening a group meeting.  He mentioned a SCAG questionnaire from California that may provide a focus on some local issues in preparation of a group meeting.  DVRPC is continuing work on its regional transportation network.  The project is testing conflation tools for attribute transfer, and is completing edge matching on shared roads.  DVRPC is also working with the Census on statistical area delineation.  Will also announced an ESRI special interest group meeting on November 21st in Mt. Holly on transportation data models, and noted that Al Butler recently published a book on transportation data models (ESRI Press).
6) Municipal Government.   Trish Long, City of Trenton, represented the municipal constituency group.  She noted that there are 63 registered members in this group, and announced that she is working on a group meeting (October 2nd).  
7) NJ Non-governmental Organization.  Brian Embley had no announcements.  
8) NJ University, College, &K-12  Lyna Wiggins encouraged eligible people to ask her questions about the Executive Committee nomination for this group. She reminded everyone that final months for GISP grandfathering is now here.  This is the Geographic Information System Professional Certification from the GISCI (GIS Certification Institute).  Anyone with questions on completing their portfolio is welcome to contact her.
9) NJ Professional Land Surveyors.  Don reminded members of  the involvement of the surveyors in the digital tax mapping efforts, 
10) Private Sector.  Richard Rehmann noted that the private sector is invited to put out notices on the sign-in table,  but requested that the notices be brief, not to exceed 100 words.
c) Task Forces
1) Elevation Task Force.   Larry Thorton reported for Roger Barlow on the progress of various LIDAR projects. He announced that Cumberland and the CAFRA portion of Salem County is in production, and will delivered to USGS this month.  He noted that some completed NJ data is ready but has not yet been loaded into CLICK.  DEP and OIT have received the Highlands data, and DEP put it together as a DEM and as a 2-foot contour dataset.  Larry noted that we are missing the uplands of Salem, Atlantic, Ocean,  and a sliver of Monmouth. He noted that Mercer has perhaps been funded.
2) Parcel Task Force.  Dawn is going to complete a final report in the near future.  Richard Rehmann thanked those who made calls to the municipalities. 
3) CORS Network.  John White, Leiica Geosystems, reported for this Task Force.  The project was originally a partnership between NJIT and Leica Geosystems.  John announced that the network is completed and that New Jersey is now well covered.  All of the stations in the network are approved or will be approved (through the national approval process).  John noted this network provides public benefits to various professional groups, including land surveyors, GIS professionals, contractors, highway departments, municipalities, and forensic teams.  He emphasized that surveyors need to provide data tied to the National Spatial Reference System for the benefit of future generations.  GIS professionals need to ensure quality through metadata use and should insist that data be tied to the National Spatial Reference System.  The construction sector should also have responsibility to utilize the same reference system.  Highway engineers will find the network useful in the verification of design specifications for comparison and incorporation into a community GIS.  Since municipalities manage local assets, certification and permits, the network is also useful to localities.  Forensics teams use the network for accident investigation and other emergencies.  John noted that the network was over 10 years in development.  Some of the stations covering New Jersey are in New York, Delaware and Pennsylvania.  Any host site has access to the network.  A donation of $5000 dollars is requested from private sector, with an alternative of a $1500 fee per year per unit.  Maintenance funding going forward in time is still an issue.  John reiterated that public involvement and strong partnerships enabled this project to be completed.  To get involved, contact    Joshn Greenfeld at NJIT, John White at Leica Geosystems, Frank Lenik in southen New Jersey and the Delaware Valley.      
4) OPRA.  Patti Leidner reported for this Task Force.  She announced that Catherine Starghill met with Task Force in July, and the group had a productive meeting  The first hour of the meeting was devoted to the question, “What is a record?”.  The Task Force members are still compiling information and summarizing issues that arose from that meeting.  The Task Force will make a presentation at the Forum and prepare a final report.  Katherine encouraged the group to make a presentation at a Government Records Council meeting.
5) Strategic plan task force.  David announced the formation of a new task force.  Kate McGuire will chair the group.  The mission is to update the Strategic Plan of 2002.  The revised plan will summarize accomplishments since 2002, and provide guidelines and recommendations for the future. 
Presentation   
DEP staff provided an excellent presentation on the new version of i-Map, now called NJGeoWeb.  Larry Thornton began the presentation with an overview.  He also mentioned that leaf-on, 1-meter color images from 2006 are now available in the public domain.  DEP also has a consulting firm scanning 1974 panchromatic  photography.  This set may be up by next summer.  NjGeoWeb is the DEP’s federated internet spatial intelligence data application.  I-mapNJ (ArcIntelligence) is about 5 years old and runs on an intranet.  NJEMS, the environmental management system, was a project of server consolidation (1990s) and a bridge between data and the IMS server.  People have different roles on the intranet version.  Roles give different views into dataset layers, given you’re the special interests of role group members.  There is now a new vision for seeking spatial intelligence on the internet, for integrating customized GIS with enterprise databases, to support improved cross program decision-making.  They hope to make it a best practice example for the state.  
What is NJGeoWeb?  It is a next-generation internet i-mapNJ.  It is browser-based with off-the-shelf software.  The goal is a system that is easy to use, and data rich.  It  uses “roles” that access default data layers and reports and links to departmental databases.  It is built to leverage enterprise data from all agencies.  Phase 2 will allow internet users to view, interact with, analyze and submit points, lines and polygons (Web 2.0 functions).  Phase 2 will also link to web services.  The system goal is to provide support for solving problems like sustainable growth, permitting compliance, water quality management, etc.  OIT gets live feeds from state government.  
There is magic behind these frames!   Seema Gopinathan and Lou Jacoby followed Larry’s overview with a demonstration of NJGeoWeb.  The release will be soon, probably within the next few weeks.  It uses ArcIMS map services, and On Point technology by Orion Technologies.  The software from Orion allows easy web-based application development  without a lot of hard coding and provides some viewer customization.  Layers are organized into groups.  Tabs are map, search by address county municipality, place, zip, etc. Other searches (by watershed, etc).are customized by role/profile.   These program profiles (roles) target specific user audiences.  Eventually security will be set up for sensitive information and for non-public datasets.   Seema and Lou showed a new legend tool, plus symbology information in a table of contents.  The user can view metadata choice on a right click.  Selections methods include by a circle criteria, and users can save a set from selection.  The team does not know yet how long they will allow saved selections.  Seema and Lou also showed how a URL will open up so that the selected set can be emailed to friend.  This illustrates the potential use as a collaborative tool.  Seema and Lou also showed a search example, customized by role/profile. The example showed how basic site information could be combined with other information coming from multiple sources.  Finally, the demonstrated some advanced tools for search, zoom to state plane coordinate, measure and buffer.
Dana Max gave a brief update on the Digital Tax Map Submission guidelines.  A cover letter is going out to all municipal officials by the end of this month on the proposed CAD standards.  The Division of Taxations web page has this information.  Look for tax topics, then local property tax, then digital tax maps.  Included is a statement of the advantages of digital mapping, the CAD standards, and a CAD layer template.  In support of this effort will be the work of a new Task Force – the Digital Subdivision Standards Task Force.  The mission of this Task Force will be to propose standards and supporting municipal ordinance boilerplate for adopting digital standards for subdivision submittals.  
Open Discussion

Any member is encouraged to bring his/her GIT issue or topic of discussion to the Forum at this time.  There were no discussion items at this meeting.

Announcements

a. Edith Konopka announced that the North American profile of the ISO Metadata Standards is now in a public review period, until November 6th.  They are charging $30 for a draft copy.
b. Richard Rehmann clarified that the recommendations from the work of the Digital Tax Mapping group are not regulatory requirements.  Public input to the process is welcome.  
c. Doug Schleiffer announced that the 2007 aerial photography from EROS is free.  But a requestor must send a hard drive.  The images are in GeoTIFF format, and are round 1.7 terrabytes in size for the state.
d. New courses on Oracle and database management are being offered at Fairleigh Dickinson.
e. There were some event announcements from ESRI.  There is a series of  9.3 seminars being run nationally,  including one on  October 23rd in New Brunswick, and in New York on October 28th.  Other events are scheduled for ArcGIS server 9.3, including sessions on cost, setup and configuration, and on the new API with javascript.  These events will be held at the Hyatt in New Brunswick.  Go to esri.com and check out these events.  The MUG conference is in October at the University of Delaware. Check it out at esri.mug.org.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:10 p.m.

.
