Meeting Minutes

New Jersey Geospatial Forum

Executive Committee Meeting

September 8, 2006
Attendees:

Roger Barlow – Federal Government 

Joel Falk – Regional Authority/MPO

Jim Girvan – County Government

Richard Rehmann – Private Sector

Andy Rowan – NJ OGIS, State GIO

Rob Sparkes – Municipal Government (via telephone)

Larry Thornton – State Government

Meeting called to order at 9:45am with reading of Open Meetings Act.

Minutes from the previous Executive Committee were not yet available for approval.

Old Business:

1.  Task Forces

There was a brief discussion on each of the following task forces:

Transportation – No final report as of yet.  Plan is for Executive Committee to review and comment, then post to NJGIN.

Parcels – Task Force is contacting every municipality for parcel survey.  Civil Solutions is supporting web application to support.  Completion target is August 2006.

Orthoimagery – Task Force is 95% complete, report will be finalized soon that will become technical specs for next statewide overflight.  It was suggested that someone present this information at the 9/22 General forum meeting.

Partnerships – Task Force has met.  Membership goal is to be finished in December.  D. Kunz will be asked to present at 9/22 General forum meeting.

Elevation – Roger distributed LIDAR graphic for current NJ projects.  Primary focus is for Homeland Security initiatives.  

2.  Executive Committee Policy & Procedures

It was decided that a Public Participation portion would be added to all future Executive Committee agendas to allow for comments from the general membership or public.  This portion of the agenda will be conducted at the discretion of the Executive Committee Chairperson.

3.  NSGIC Update

Roger reported that the “Imagery for the Nation” program is gathering steam and moving forward.  NSGIC annual meeting scheduled for 10/1 in Little Rock, AK.

4.  IT/GIS Governance Issues

Andy discussed changes in OIT that affect overall spending oversight, and indicated that an Executive Order outlining these changes was pending.  

New Business:

1.  Tax Map Advisory Group

Rich and Andy provided an update on the first meeting of this group that is intended to promote a statewide digital tax mapping standard.  PAMS is moving forward as a solution to the attribute portion of the overall challenge. The Blue Book will be updated and it was suggested that the Map Filing Law be revisited as well in support of this effort.

2.  Election Review

The idea of a pre-printed attendance list was debated as a method to avoid ineligible signatures for attendance.  Joel stated that he would notify the Executive Committee if a constituency group fails to bring forth a candidate; otherwise he will notify the group after nominations close.

3.  County GIS Steering Group

Jim G. discussed the importance of County involvement in the evolution of statewide GIS efforts.  Jim sees this group as defining the role that Counties would have and their relationships with municipal and state entities; possibly through shared services agreements.  The Committee agreed, although outside of direct purview, that this was a good idea as long as the group was inclusive of all counties in NJ that have interest in participating. 

4.  Data Sharing & Distribution

It was the consensus that the Government Records Council (GRC) will inevitably need to decide on the issue of GIS data as it pertains to the Open Public Records Act (OPRA).  It was agreed that the Executive Committee should standby to support arguments made in favor of distribution including the findings of the Rand Report if necessary.

5.  September 22 General Forum Agenda

The City of Newark is interested in presenting.  Rich will reply to them with an OK and time slot.

Next Meetings:

Geospatial Forum September 22, 10:00am

Executive Committee October 20, 2006, 9:30am

Meeting adjourned at approximately 12:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted:  Joel T. Falk, Secretary, Executive Committee, NJ Geospatial Forum

