Minutes

New Jersey Geospatial Forum

June 5, 2008
Welcome and Opening Comments

The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m. by David Kunz, Chairperson.

This meeting of the New Jersey Geospatial Forum is held in compliance with N.J.S.A.10:4-6, known as the Open Public Meeting Act.  Adequate notice of this meeting has been filed with the Secretary of State and distributed to the Trenton Times, Star Ledger, Atlantic City Press, and posted on the New Jersey Geographic Information Network (NJGIN) site. 

Reports
a) Executive Committee/ Constituency Groups

1) Federal Government.  Roger Barlow reported that the plans for the Mercer County LiDAR acquisition are moving forward.  The 2007 ortho imagery delivery is expected in July 2008, and Roger will prepare the delivery information for the various partners   Roger recognized the continuing partnership between USGS and New Jersey state and local government.  A replica of a benchmark will be given to Andy Rowan as a “Partner” award.
2)  State Geographic Information Officer.  Andy Rowan reported that the first block of 2007 ortho images are now in QA at OGIS.  The last block of deliveries is expected by September 2008.  Online map service and download compressed images should be available shortly after delivery.  New municipal boundary dataset (including county and state boundaries) went online yesterday.  The parcel normalization process is underway.  Municipal boundary revisions will be made as the parcel process goes forward.  A feasibility study on adding attributes to the DOT centerlines is almost complete.  Digital tax mapping group is continuing work, with a focus on integration with local government work flows.  Potential LiDAR acquisitions next year are Atlantic, Ocean, Monmouth, and Mercer counties.  Andy then showed the members the new look for NJGIN, and enhancements to data discovery.  A new download structure is also being implemented.
3) State Government.   John Bocchino reported that the contract for Land Use/Land Cover was finalized to AIS from California, due by October 2009.  DEP is evaluating contracts for 1974 aerials to be scanned.  The iMap application now includes streams for 2002, water bodies for 2002, updated landscape data, and updated state planning data.  John reported that the NJGeoweb rollout will be later this month.
4) County Government.   David Kunz discussed a new approach to county and municipality relationships.
5) Municipal Government.  Trish Long announced October 2nd meeting in northern New Jersey to discuss potential enhanced relationships between county and municipal GIS organizations.
6) Regional Authority/MPO.  Will Stevens announced that he has sent email recently to the regional organizations for a potential coordination meeting.
7) Non-government Organizations.  Brian Embley has an online survey prepared to collect information on needs and interests from the NGO community.  Eleven surveys have been returned to date.
8) Private Sector.  Richard Rehmann reminded private sector members to think about providing “What I Did” information at Forum meetings, remaining mindful to minimize the marketing aspect of the material.
b) Task Forces
1) Elevation Task Force.  Roger Barlow reported that this Task Force met in early April.  One topic at this meeting was the integration of the conglomerate of specifications (four different specifications) of New Jersey datasets.  This will be discussed again at a Task Force meeting in October.  He reported on progress on several of the New Jersey projects.   
2) Parcel Task Force.  Dawn McCall reported that all counties and around 50 percent of the municipalities were inventoried.  This information has been shared with OGIS.  A final report will be submitted in the near future.
3) OPRA.  Patti Leidner reported that a meeting date (perhaps in July) announcement will be forthcoming,
Forum listserve.  Andy Rowan announced a new listserv with an “opt-out” option for general discussion will be included in the NJGIN profile by next week.

Presentation 

The presentation theme for this meeting was “Look At What I Did.”  Members were encouraged to present GIS web applications, project results, etc.  
1) John Reiser showed a personal website that he developed using entirely Open Source technology.  The site is called the New Jersey State Atlas website.  John showed a prototype of an interactive State Plan map and a Smart Growth locator.  The applications are built on top of Google Earth, using the open source Map Server from the University of Minnesota, and scripting in perl, Java, and AJAX. John also showed a journey to work application using CTPP data, illustrating flows from municipality to municipality.  John next showed a land use change application, with a change map using the lu/lc data and virtual earth oblique views.  Another application showed traffic and live traffic camera feeds (from DOT).  A final application showed a Voorhees Township pre-rendered parcel layer, using Microsoft Virtual Earth, and showing the parcel boundaries on the oblique aerials and related tax information.

2) Mark Steventon (Western Technology Group) showed a web application named “NJ Parcel Map Search.”  It allows tax assessment data search by address, block, lot and other fields. The Map Guide application zooms into a map and shows property data points on top of orthos.  The data points for the properties are based on tax maps.  A control-click gives the tax record of the property.  Mark reported that the Pinelands used the system to update their vector parcel layer, making it easier to see parcels with changes.
3) John Brockwell, Monmouth County Office of GIS, described a project named, “Utilizing elevation data for hydrologic analysis.”  He showed how LiDAR or mass point datasets were processed to create spot elevations.  These were used to create a TIN and then to generate stream centerlines and banks.  Post processing allows the data to be used in HEC-RAS.  They have found the use of cross sections to be useful in a variety of applications.  Kanap Patel, from NJDEP, then showed how the data from Monmouth TINs will be used to generate the watershed floodplain and watershed runoff model results. 

4) Tom Tiner (Civil Solutions) presented a project named, “Enterprise GIS implementation supported through internet collaboration.”  David Kunz discussed how Sussex County is migrating to an Enterprise GIS.  The study reviewed previous consulting efforts and county initiatives underway.  The project included work from the Clerk’s EDMS program (including mortgage and deeds), and also considered documents from engineering and other departments.  The project considers GIS as the “Hub” that makes it the common connection point.  One implementation is an iDV – Internet DataViewer.  Tom showed this application with spatial search, map builder, layer views, and other functions.  Tom also discussed the digital submission requirements for minor/major subdivisions.  This could integrate with updating zoning, open space, easements, etc., and support future PAMS implementation.  In conclusion, the system provides a method to maintain framework data and support county and municipal workflows.

5) Trish Long, City of Trenton, described an analysis of “Municipal Real Property Data in Trenton.”  The problem is framed as “too many vacant properties.”  The GIS goal to identify property owned by the city and its potential to be redeveloped.  Trish processed data from the city’s property database (Division of Real Estate).  The data was recoded for building presence, land use, occupancy and additional information.  The information allowed an identification of properties with potential to be redeveloped.  Next, zoning and redevelopment regulations will be reviewed for a final analysis.
6) Dejung Gewissler, NJOIT, described a project called “OpenLayers, an Open Source AJAX mapping viewer.”   This is an open source alternative to using Google Maps API.  There is a base map and layers, and there are popups of data associated with points.  This provides a quick process from a GIS dataset to a web application. There are out-of-the-box tools (pan, zoom, etc.)   The mouse navigation and coordinate links are built in.  The vector application example shown was completely done in the browser for good performance.  Dejung then showed an example with the AJAX client using an ArcGIS server cache.  Potentially, users could submit information to an application.  Finally, Dejung showed a prototype application allowing users to do interactive thematic map classification.
7) Gary Casabona, NRCS, presented a project named “The Pitcher’s Mound Controversy:  A Study in LiDAR.”  Gary used public data from the CLICK site.  The data is distributed by Quarter Quad, and Gary said this was an easy process.  Gary then converted the mass points to a TIN.  They looked at the Camden baseball stadium, and the pitcher’s mound in particular, to do a quick evaluation of spatial accuracy.
8) Kathy Commisso, National Park Service, Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area, presented “Regional Thinking:  Taking a cross-border approach to address development issues.”  The presentation discussed forming regional groups to address issues that don’t stop at political boundaries.  Two multi-state organizations have formed in the Upper Delaware River Basin to address regional issues.  The GIS project addressed the question of where the proposed developments were in the region.  The groups then raised additional questions about the type and extent of development.  The GIS staff has completed a map, and is now working to get the map into the hands of the municipalities.  The next steps are to think about how the map might be kept current and how the data might be distributed digitally.  They are also evaluating if smaller developments should be included.  The project is a first step towards a Regional Atlas.
9) Chris Pollard and Elizabeth He, DVRPC, showed a Google Map mashup. Chris showed an application of an interactive map for the TIP database.  This is useful for identifying the location of projects.  A user can locate the TIP projects by county, and by TIP project type.  Data about the project milestones is also linked. Another application is a municipal data navigator showing various census datasets.  The website is (http://www.dvrpc.org/transportation/capital/tip.htm). 

Open Discussion

Any member is encouraged to bring his/her GIT issue or topic of discussion to the Forum at this time.  There were no discussion items at this meeting.

Announcements

a) NJDOT, Transportation Data Development Bureau, announced that the 2008 straight line diagram is now available on CD.  

b) The NJ Association of Floodplain Management will hold its annual meeting on October 21st-22nd, 2008, Crown Plaza, Cherry Hill.  Engineering issues around flooding will be discussed, and FEMA mapping and GIS will be included.

c) The next meeting of the Forum is Friday, September 19, 2008, from 10:00 p.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the First Floor Conference Room, 300 Riverview Plaza, Trenton.
d) The next meeting of the Executive Committee is Friday, September 5, 2008 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the OGIS Conference Room, 200 Riverview Plaza, Trenton.
e) The dates for meetings through June 2009 are:
a. Forum – December 5, March 27, June 5.

b. Executive Committee – September 5, October 24, December 5, January 23, April 17, June 5.
