Minutes

New Jersey Geospatial Forum

March 28, 2008
Welcome and Opening Comments

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by David Kunz, Chair.

This meeting of the New Jersey Geospatial Forum is held in compliance with N.J.S.A.10:4-6, known as the Open Public Meeting Act.  Adequate notice of this meeting has been filed with the Secretary of State and distributed to the Trenton Times, Star Ledger, Atlantic City Press, and posted on the New Jersey Geographic Information Network (NJGIN) site. 

Reports
a) Executive Committee/ Constituency Groups

1) Federal Government.  Roger Barlow reported progress on the national hydrographic dataset, including tool delivery.  He briefly mentioned New Jersey LiDAR acquisition, but deferred detailed discussion to the presentation.

2)  State Geographic Information Officer.  Andy Rowan reported that the 2007 orthos are a bit behind schedule, with expected delivery in the summer of 2008.  The new municipal boundary layer is expected in “draft final” form in April 2008.  He reported that OGIS is gathering parcel datasets from the counties.  Edge matching and standardization of attribute tables will be completed, and a feature service for parcels will be implemented.
3) State Government.  John Bocchino reported that the 2007 Land Use/Land Cover update has been funded, with an expected completion date of September 2009.  He reported that a enhanced iMap New Jersey application will be up soon from NJDEP.

4) County Government.   David Kunz reported that Essex County is completing a Needs Assessment and will be requesting information from other counties on staffing, etc.

5) Regional Authority/MPO.  Will Stevens reported that the regional constituency group will meet to discuss common issues.  He announced that DVRPC has contracted for a regional road centerline file which will be used for future web services, including traffic counts.  He also mentioned that the regional authorities were working on census tract boundary updates.

6) Non-government Organizations.  Doug Schleiffer announced that there will be a questionnaire prepared to go to NGOs on their GIS usage.

7) University, College and K-12.  Allison Hayes announced a new evening GIS program at Essex County Community College.
8) NJ Professional Land Surveyors.  Don Walby reported that the Digital Tax Mapping workshop at the Surveyors conference had 125 attendees.
9) Private Sector.  Richard Rehmann expressed a desire for increased participation from members in this constituency group, including the distribution of informative material at the sign-in table.
b) Task Forces
1) Elevation Task Force.  Roger Barlow reported that this task force met in October and will meet next on April 10th.  This meeting will focus on strategic directions for elevation data acquisition.  He reported that training on the new Vertical Datum is available from NGS in Virginia.

2)  CORS Network.  Don Walby reported that there are currently 16 reference stations.  Current charges (to NJIT) are a one-time $5K or $1500 annual charge per instrument.

3) OPRA.  Merrilee Torres reported that this task force had its first meeting in February, and established the mission statement and goals for the group.
Presentation

Roger Barlow, USGS, presented an informative presentation on the “Status of High Resolution Elevation Data Acquisition in New Jersey.”  Roger reported that useful information about the status of LiDAR data, nationwide, is available from the Center for LiDAR Information Coordination and Knowledge (CLICK).  The website is http://lidar.cr.usgs.gov/.  Information on the National Elevation Data Base is entered quarterly in Sioux Falls, and additional information is available from the Eros Data Center (where a contact person is Kim Brown).  There is also a viewer at gisdata.usgs.net\website\usgs_gn_ned_dsi.  Roger then reviewed the status of LiDAR projects in New Jersey, presenting the information on a useful summary map.  This map will be available on the Forum webpage.  
Open Discussion

Any member is encouraged to bring his/her GIT issue or topic of discussion to the Forum at this time.  There were no discussion items at this meeting.

Announcements

a) The NJ Mapping Contest is Thursday, June 5, 2007, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at NJDEP.  This year only paper maps will be accepted.  The limit is 2 posters per person and pre-registration is required.

b) The next meeting of the Forum is Thursday, June 5, 2008, from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the First Floor Conference Room, 300 Riverview Plaza, Trenton.
c) The next meeting of the Executive Committee is April 11, 2008 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the OGIS Conference Room, 200 Riverview Plaza, Trenton.
