Minutes

New Jersey Geospatial Forum

December 5, 2008
Welcome and Opening Comments

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by David Kunz, Chairperson.

This meeting of the New Jersey Geospatial Forum is held in compliance with N.J.S.A.10:4-6, known as the Open Public Meeting Act.  Adequate notice of this meeting has been filed with the Secretary of State and distributed to the Trenton Times, Star Ledger, Atlantic City Press, and posted on the New Jersey Geographic Information Network (NJGIN) site. 

Reports
a) NJGF General Election Results.  Brian Embley reported the following results of the General Election:

a. County:
David Kunz

b. State:

John Bocchino

c. Municipal:
Trish Long

d. Private:
Tom Tiner

e. Education;
Joan Leder

Congratulations to our new Executive Committee members.
b)  Executive Committee/ Constituency Groups

1) Federal Government.  Roger Barlow reported on news from the FGDC on likely policy directions of the Obama administration.  It appears that there will not be a drastic policy shift in the geospatial area.  Roger will meet with FEMA staff on December 18 regarding elevation data coordination.  Roger is also meeting with NGA representatives on coordination for Philadelphia and NYC urban area imagery (2010). 
2)  State Geographic Information Officer.  Andy Rowan reported that the 2007 orthos are almost complete and will be up soon on NJGIN.  There is a new web application for downloading the compressed imagery for the 2007 orthos.  The new interface provides direct zooming to tiles of interest.  An Open Layers interface is used in combination with cached base layers from ArcGIS Server. A public image service for the orthos will also be launched. The full set of imagery can be obtained by sending a hard drive to OGIS.  Natural color and 4-band imagery are available.  The total size is 1.8 terabytes for the uncompressed imagery.  EROS data center will also distribute the uncompressed images.  
3) State Government.  John Bocchino announced that there is a new acting commissioner at the NJDEP, Mark Mauriello.  Updated NHD data processing is now being completed under contract, with June 2009 as the expected completion date.  New Jersey is one of the leaders in the nation on the construction of detailed hydrological data, including using new geoconflation tools.  The revised watershed boundary dataset with be coordinated with NHD.  The watershed boundaries will be in compliance with EPA reporting requirements.  John reminded everyone that free metadata training is still available.
4) County Government.  David encouraged county representation on two important task forces:  OPRA and the Electronic Subdivision Standards.   He reported that Sussex County is working on studying the work flow process for updating tax maps and the GIS parcels.
5) Regional Authority/MPO.  Will reported that ArcGIS server classes provided by ESRI have been useful and have helped DVRPC move forward to help their counties get servers operational.  Will encouraged the counties to work with the Census on the 2010 updates.
6) Municipal Government.  Trish could not attend, but she did send a report via David.  She sent a survey out to the municipality forum members.  She found out the composition of the group (planning, fire, library, environmental commissioners, etc), and some of their interests (data access, training etc.)
7) Non-government Organizations.  Brian showed a slide of a new analysis completed by the Passaic River Coalition.  The analysis produced a map of composite water resource values.  He also showed a map from a new study by The Nature Conservancy for mapping priority areas for water quality and habitat protection.  The older program for GIS software for non-profits (Initiative for Community Access to Technology (ICAT)) has gone away, but Brian described a program of Geo Challenge Grants from google.org.  Grants are from $5K to $100K.  There is a Land Trust Council meeting scheduled for Thursday, December 11, hosted by Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed Association.
8) University, College and K-12.  Lyna reminded everyone that this is last month for GISP portfolios under the Grandfathering provisions. Leaving the Executive Committee this meeting, Lyna reminded everyone about the great progress made by the Forum over the past 4 years.  
9) NJ Professional Land Surveyors.  Don Walby did not attend today.
10) Private Sector.  Richard Rehmann did not attend today.
b) Task Forces
1) Elevation Task Force.  Roger Barlow reported that northeast New Jersey Lidar will be available in 2 weeks or less.  Other projects are making progress.  FEMA region 2 is considering flying Ocean and Atantic counties, and Roger reported on any progress for these areas.  Leaf-off flights for this season include the non-CAFRA area of Salem County and Mercer County.  October 20th was the last Elevation Task Force meeting, with discussion about a statewide mass point dataset.   
2) Parcel Task Force.  Dawn McCall thanked everyone who has helped with this Task Force over the last 4 years.  The group has now submitted their final report.

3)  CORS Network.  Rich Carlson announced that the Task Force will be ending with a final report.

4) OPRA.  Merrilee Torres reported that the notes from the last Task Force meeting will be sent out to the group next week.  Some additional clarification with Catherine Stargill will be done by Patty and Merrilee, and the group will meet again sometime in January.
5) Electronic Subdivision Standards.  Bruce Blair and Matt Mathan are the Co-Chairpersons for this new task force.  Bruce encouraged volunteers for this group.  The proposed time frame for this Task Force is six months.
6) Strategic Plan.  Kate McGuire is the Chairperson for this new task force.  Fourteen members have signed up so far.  The first meeting will be in January 2009.

Presentation

Scott Stanford, Research Scientist, NJ Geological Survey gave an informative presentation on the status of geologic maps in the state.  These maps, bedrock and surficial, show the 3D configuration of rocks and sediments.  He showed examples of typical Northern and Southern New Jersey maps.  Three layers are needed to characterize the solid earth: agronomic soil (upper 3-4 feet), surficial deposits (0-400 feet), and the bedrock (coastal plain formations to 6000 feet thick and solid bedrock, to 10s of miles in depth).  In New Jersey, the  use of geologic maps is mainly for water resources, but there are also useful applications in engineering, public health, mineral resources, ecology and historic resources.  About 80 pdfs are up on their web site for public download.  New Jersey has a relatively complex geologic foundation with more than 70 surficial and 125 bedrock formations.  There is a heavy human footprint, with 1175 people/square mile.  The data plan for NJGS is a series of 24K surficial and bedrock geologic maps.  The 100K map is complete and published as paper and digital products.  This scale is good for statewide and watershed scale work.  There is a need for the 24K scale for municipal and parcel-level applications.  The current focus is on Northern New Jersey and the inner coastal plain, where the outcrop geology is more complex.  Mapping of the Outer Coastal Plain will follow.  The production of the 24K mapping is funded annually, with much of the funding from Federal sources.  To date, the NJGS has completed 52 surficial quads, 57 bedrock quads and 29 digital coverages.  As an example of the differences in primary data requirements, the production of 100K quads would use 25-50 field stations and 5-10 borehole records versus 600 field stations and 300 borehole records for the 24K.  Currently, digital data for the public is available at 100K only.  The 24K data sets are under construction, and also need metadata completed.  
Open Discussion

Any member is encouraged to bring his/her GIT issue or topic of discussion to the Forum at this time.  There were no discussion items at this meeting.

Announcements

a) Joan is continuing Oracle training in the Teaneck area.  SQL Server training is possible, given interest.  Talk to Joan if you are interested. 
b) First week of February is the 3-day NJ Surveyors conference in Atlantic City.
c) Andy mentioned the true curve bug in ArcMap.  Densified arc conversion.  Service Pack 1 has a fix.     
d) Doug Schleifer announced that the final feasibility report on the road study is about to come out with an answer to comments.  Probably next week.   

e) Maryland and Virginia are licensing photogrammetrists as part of licensing of surveying professionals.
