Meeting Minutes

New Jersey Geospatial Forum Meeting

September 22, 2006

Election Update  

Joel Falk gave a presentation on the upcoming election and schedule.  6 positions are currently up for election including: Education, NJ NGO, Private Sector, Municipal Government, County Government and State Government.  Incumbents are eligible for re-election.  Forum members must have voting privilege to nominate a candidate from within their constituency group.  Nominations will be accepted from September 22 – October 13.  Voting is from November 1 – November 11.  Ballot must be faxed with a signature per instructions that will be sent via email.  Results will be announced at the December 1 General Forum meeting.

Executive Committee Constituency Reports

Federal (Roger Barlow)

Roger reported that NJ is dealing with Region 2 and that there is funding to fly NE NJ with LIDAR.

NJ Geographic Information Officer (Andy Rowan)

Andy stated that the pending updated state-wide municipal boundaries layer is not intended to solve boundary disputes but rather enhance cartographic quality.  Andy also discussed PAMS as an attribute project, not specifically a GIS or mapping tool.

State Government (Larry Thornton)

Larry indicated that the governance model that was under development has been changed by the new administration.  Updated Land Use/Land Cover layer is very close to copmpletion.

County Government (Jim Girvan)

Jim asked for input from County GIS coordinators on his efforts regarding a County GIS Steering Committee.

Private Sector (Rich Rehmann)

Rich reported that a digital tax mapping task force in NJ Taxation has met and that the Blue Book is being updated.
Task Force Reports  The following Task Force chairs provided brief updates:

Elevation (Suzy Hess)

Suzy reported on behalf of Tom Rafferty that the task force met in april and learned of several recent and planned LIDAR missions.  There is a meeting next month to review these specifications.

Orthoimagery (Suzy Hess)

Suzy stated that the purpose of the group is to identify major issues surrounding the 2007 flight, but not author design specifications as speculated prior.  The task force should have a report by July fir review by the Executive Committee.  Major issues include digital vs. analog acquisition, sun angle, building lean, QA/QC methodology.

Parcels  (Dawn McCall)

Dawn reported that 16 volunteers were contacting every NJ municipality for information on parcel mapping status.  The group is 23% complete and requesting new volunteers.

Partnerships (Janel Bisacquino)

Janel reviewed on behalf of Dave Kunz five goals and tasks that the task force had prepared.

CORS (Josh Greenfled)

Josh presented a CORS coverage map for NJ and discussed the fact that NJ is the only state without a CORS network.  NJ is moving forward with all private donations – there has been no state funding or support.  Currently this system is available only for post processing, not real-time corrections unless you are a contributor the network project.  The approximate cost to setup a station is $22,000 plus maintenance.

Special Topic – City of Newark NEWGIN

Chris Darby (IT Manager) and Indrani Bose (GIS Coordinator) from the City of Newark gave a presentation on the Newark Geographic Information Network (NEWGIN) portal.

Open Discussion   

Seth VanAken of ESRI discussed the pending ArcGIS 9.2 release and suggested people consult the online calendar at ESRI.com for seminar dates.

Announcements  
Suzy Hess indicated that the existing GIS services contract had been extended and that an rfp for a new contract had been issued.  Information can be obtained on NJGIN or the NJ Treasury website.  The GIS software contract is also due to expire and OGIS is working with the purchasing bureau for a waiver.

Katy McSorley announced that the Fall meeting of MAC-URISA will be October 12 at a cost of $10.  The topic will be “FEMA – National Incident Management System”.

Andy Rowan stated that OGIS personnel will be contacting folks to remind them about metadata requirements for the NJGIN catalog.

Janel Bisacquino announced an October 20 meeting of a non-profit GIS support group.

Atanas Entchev started a GIS blog at blog.entchev.com

John Pavek discussed the Southern Regional GIS User’s Group which has been active since 1998 and will be meeting in the next couple of months.  

Peter Borbas stated a location change for the next NJ Surveyor’s meeting.

NJ Geospatial Forum schedule:

December 1, 2006 10:00am – 12:00pm at the NJ Office of Information Technology, ITC Room, 1st Floor, RiverView Building #300

Executive Committee schedule:

October 2, 2006 9:30am at the NJ Office of Information Technology, Conference Room 303, RiverView Building #200

The meeting adjourned at 11:52m.

Respectfully Submitted:  Joel T. Falk, Secretary, Executive Committee, NJ Geospatial Forum 







