Meeting Minutes

New Jersey Geospatial Forum Meeting

June 03, 2005
Welcome & Opening Comments
Reading of Open Public Meeting Act   

Statements made by Suzy Hess (OGIS)

OGIS is in the process of updating NJGIN and a demo will be given at the 9/23 mtg.


Submit any comments to the Exec. Comm. members


There will be two positions available with OGIS and will be posted soon.

Executive Committee Reports were made:

1. Ron Taylor – Federal Govt. (NRCS) – NRCS will launch Web Soil Survey at the end of the summer and will access to text, soil survey, maps…   on a live ArcIMS server.

2. Jim Girvan – County Govt. – Sent out survey and evaluation asking about forum and how it is doing.  Got 25% response.  Responses stated forum is doing well and people feel encouraged to volunteer. Asked for speaker topics such as; case studies, planning, State Activities, County Activities, case studies, project design and scoping.  Priorities are: data availability, data delivery, funding for software, promoting counties as Regional Author., coordination and state funding.
3. Rob Sparkes – Municipal Govt. – Discussed key issues relating to municipalities: municipal GIS is the “ground level” or beginning of GIS, support systems for municipal GIS is state and county data, need GIS champion, need to know when to ask for funding and how to get staffing.  Is hoping for greater coordination between municipalities.

4. Lyna Wiggins – NJ Univ. Colleges and K-12 – Discussed goals: Get more people into forum, develop social networking event, feels a need for an education related task force.

5. Andy Rowan – NJ NGO – Discussion:  create online email network, NGOs are consumers of data.  Seeking when NJ Land Cover data will be available.
6. Mark Gatti – Regional Authority – Discussion:  Group is small but covers large areas, need more interaction between MPOs.  DVRPC will have 2005 Orthoimagery available in 2006.

7. Richard Carlson, Jr. – NJ Land Surveyors – Discussion:  Land Surveyors are active on a majority of the task forces. 

8. Richard Rehmann – Private Sector – Discussion: the private sector has 90-100 members in the forum, sent out questionnaire, One goal is to increase communication.

Task Force Reports were given:

1. Data Sharing – Andy Rowan  - FGDC/RAND document is endorsed by the task force – task force will develop guidelines or reference these.
2. Elevation – Suzy Hess – developing inventory on what is available to support 2’ CI.  – next mtg 6/15 at OGIS.
3. Geodetic – Rich Carlson – working on next mtg. Date
4. Parcels – Dawn Hunter – developing internet site to contain status of parcel

5. Partnerships\Information Coordination – Jim Girvan – next mtg. Will be in June – Morris Co. and Somerset Co. have partnered to obtain LIDAR data.

6. Public Safety – Tom Rafferty – next mtg. 6/7.

7. Standards – John Bocchino – met with Parcel Task Force and discussed getting Parcel Data into FGDC Standards.
8. Transportation – Glenn Newman – preparing inventory.

Suzy Hess discussed OGIS site license with TeleAtlas.

Open Discussion:  
a. Executive Comm. should facilitate discussion between task force chairs

b. PAMS

Announcements: 
a. census data available

b. MAC URISA Conf. – 3/15-3/16







