Meeting Minutes

New Jersey Geospatial Forum

February 10, 2006

Modification of Bylaws  The Executive Committee is working on changes to the Bylaws.  The changes are associated with election timing, tiebreaker procedures and the filling of unexpired and/or vacant seats on the Executive Committee.

GIT Governance Model  Larry Thornton presented the new governance model and described it as the missing link to the State CIO Roundtable where currently 16 NJ agency CIO’s meet regularly to coordinate IT related policy and implementation.  Each of the 16 agencies is to have a Geographic Information Coordinator (GIC) that will meet as part of a GIC Roundtable.  Rich Rehmann noted that this governance model will provide a formal mechanism whereby members of the Forum can present their issues through their Executive Committee representative.  The Power Point presentation of this model is to be made available on NJGIN.

NJ Statewide Orthophotography Overflight  Andy Rowan presented information about the next NJ overflight which is tentatively scheduled for Spring 2007 (leaf off).  OGIS will coordinate the effort and is seeking funding partners.  Technical aspects of the project are under consideration and include digital vs. conventional imagery acquisition and the possibility of multispectral imaging.  A technical specification would need to be completed by late Summer 2006 to meet the desired schedule.  A procurement strategy is also being developed.  Local “buy up” for supplementary and enhanced mapping products would most likely be offered.  Preliminary estimates are $1.6 Million for the project.  A Forum task force will be created to facilitate input during the project planning process.

Task Force Reorganization  Rich Rehmann indicated that some Task Forces have completed their objectives and will be discontinued.  Several others are in the process of either restarting or completing their final reports, which will be available on NJGIN when completed.  Several additional Task Forces are being considered including “2007 Orthoimagery” and “CORS Network”.

Task Force Reports  The following Task Force chairs provided brief updates:

Parcels (Dawn Hunter)

The online application to facilitate data entry and storage of the parcel data survey is under development.  The new NSGIC RAMONA site must be evaluated to determine if it is redundant with the Task Force application.  It is POSSIBLE that this online application would be made available on NJGIN to disseminate the parcel inventory results.

Transportation (Glenn Newman)

The perhaps final meeting of this group will be on 2/24 at Baker Engineering in Princeton.  The final document outlining the status of various land bases used in the NJ transportation community is under development and will include recommendations that could be advanced through the Executive Committee.

Public Safety/Emergency Management (Tom Rafferty)

A final report outlining 5-8 recommendations is under development and will be submitted to the Executive Committee when completed.  

Partnerships/Information Coordination (Dave Kunz)

The group met on 1/25 and currently has 6 draft goals and objectives.  The next meeting is scheduled for 3/29.

Elevation (Suzy Hess)

The Burlington/Camden County LIDAR based DEM is scheduled for delivery late spring 2006.  The Office of the Attorney general (OAG) has requested U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) grant funding for a statewide high-resolution LIDAR survey.   

Open Discussion  Each member has the opportunity to bring his/her GIT announcement to the attention of the Forum.

A reminder about the upcoming MAC URISA conference at Rutgers beginning on 3/15 was made.  Parking passes are available for early registrants.

The U.S. Census Bureau announced that it will be presenting a paper at the MAC URISA conference about the American Community Survey program which provides continuing data updates between the decennial census cycle.

The American Littoral Society announced that they are looking for GIS data in the 7-county region of Atlantic, Cape Map, Cumberland, Salem, Burlington, Ocean and Gloucester in support of their overall mission.

Andy Rowan discussed the possibility of updating the NJ Municipal Boundaries layer.  The purpose of which would be to improve cartographic quality and WOULD NOT include boundary surveys or in any way address boundary disputes.  Roger Barlow confirmed that the other states that he is involved with are approaching this prevalent problem in the same way that NJ is considering, which is to use updated hydrography and street centerline data where concurrent with boundaries to update the boundary geometry.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:48 AM.

Announcements  
a. NJ Geospatial Forum schedule:

June 2, 2006 10:00am - 12:00pm at the NJ Office of Information Technology, ITC Room, 1st Floor, RiverView Building #300

b. Executive Committee schedule:

April 7, 2006 9:30am at the NJ Office of Information Technology, Conference Room 303, RiverView Building #200

Respectfully submitted:  Joel T. Falk, Secretary, Executive Committee, NJ Geospatial Forum







