Meeting Minutes

New Jersey Geospatial Forum

Executive Committee Meeting

December 1, 2006
Attendees:

Rich Rehmann – Private Sector and Chair

Roger Barlow – Federal Government 

Richard Carlson, Jr. – NJ Professional Land Surveyor

Jim Girvan – County Government

Andy Rowan – NJ OGIS, State GIO

Rob Sparkes – Municipal Government

Larry Thornton – State Government


Lyna Wiggins – NJ University, College, K-12

Meeting called to order at 1:15 p.m. with reading of Open Meetings Act.

Old Business:

Task Forces

There was a brief discussion on each of the following Task Forces:

Elevation – Suzy Hess provided an update about LiDAR. Active flying in northern New Jersey is taking place this fall and next spring. Committee was asked to determine the flight plans for acquiring LiDAR for the Delaware River from the Governors Task Force on Flooding, from the DRBC.

Parcels – The committee is contacting the municipalities to get the status of parcel mapping for the inventory. The committee is not collecting the data but gathering information about the data. Middlesex and Essex are the only two counties that do not have parcels or parcel mapping underway. Middlesex appears close to beginning an effort. This parcel group should submit a report in March. There was some discussion about starting a new parcel subcommittee to move to the next level to change the way and format that parcel data is submitted to the state. Lyna, Rich Rehmann and Andy are currently participating in a state committee on this topic. Another issue is the development of standards for municipalities.

Partnerships – Task force has not produced a result or report for any specific item on their agenda. The focus of the group has been wide. Resolved that this committee concentrate on one issue as: shared services as per the Governor directive to help get funding and leverage existing monies for partnering that the Executive Council would like to implement. ROI is another example. Partnership committee is asked to submit a progress report in March on one success. Rob will discuss with Dave Kunz.

Digital Imagery – Motion made and approved to accept and post the Ortho Imagery Report

Transportation –  Motion made and approved to accept and post the Transportation report.

Data Sharing –   Motion made and approved to accept and post the Data Standards Report

CORS Network – It was reported at the GF meeting that there exists half funding to create a station in northwest NJ and that the committee is seeking funding for the other portion. There was some discussion about the original goals of the committee are not being met because they were to identify hurdles and costs for the full network and that this report has not been received. Rich Carslon also reported that the committee is very small and may not have enough members to move forward over the next year. Warren Peyton was mentioned as a potential committee member from the NGS, housed at NJDOT.  Resolved that the Executive Council seek more participants on this committee to answer original charge of the status, cots to complete and other hurdles associated with these tasks. Andy will seek a DOT person. Roger will contact Warren. Rich will seek members from his constituency. Maintenance of the existing stations is an issue. The stations are connected through a spider network.  This issue will be discussed at a later meeting.

County GIS Steering Group – Jim wanted to continue his involvement in this project.  Dave took over formal lead since he is the County Representative.  OGIS is certainly interested in the group as it is a major communication pathway.  They will continue to support it.  

New Business: 

The election of officers was discussed.  The first meeting in January 2007 is when the new officers will begin their duty.

The Task Force chairs attending the Executive Committee Meeting to present their progress was discussed.  This may be better for communication and bring a little more accountability for progress.  It was decided to invite them on a periodic basis.

The March 23rd agenda was discussed.  Andy will ask the OPRA representative to speak.  We decided to put her first on the agenda to allow adequate time for the discussion and Q&A.

Roger Barlow distributed the 2007 NSDI funding document and described the categories. There was discussion about whether these categories fit any NJ or GF initiatives. Roger will get clarification on several of the categories. Roger also mentioned that Delaware was seeking a contractor to: fly imagery, fly LiDAR and interpret LULC all in one integrated project.

Service: The Executive Council officially recognized the service of three members that are retiring from the Council including Rob Sparkes – Municipal Government, Jim Girvan – County Government, and Larry Thornton – State Government. 

Meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m.

Next Meetings:

Geospatial Forum:    10:00 January 26th, 2007, NJOIT ITC Room RiverView Building # 300

Executive Committee: 9:30 February 9, 2007, NJOIT, 3rd Floor Riverview Building #200

Respectfully submitted:  Joel T. Falk, Secretary, Executive Committee, NJ Geospatial Forum with additional notes from Larry Thornton, Executive Committee, NJ Geospatial Forum

and Richard Rehmann, Executive Committee, NJ Geospatial Forum

