Minutes

Executive Committee, New Jersey Geospatial Forum

September 5, 2008
Opening

The meeting was called to order by David Kunz, Chairperson, at 9:40 a.m.  All members were present except for Don Walby (Surveyors).

This meeting of the Executive Committee of the New Jersey Geospatial Forum is held in compliance with N.J.S.A.10:4-6, known as the Open Public Meeting Act.  Adequate notice of this meeting has been filed with the Secretary of State and distributed to the Trenton Times, Star Ledger, Atlantic City Press, and posted on the New Jersey Geographic Information Network (NJGIN) site. 

Old Business
a) Previous Executive and General meeting minutes: The minutes of the Executive Committee of April 11, 2008, and the Forum meetings of March 28, 2008 and June 5, 2008 were read.  Will moved, and John seconded, to approve the minutes, as corrected.  Motion passed.  David contacted Janelle, who sent drafts of the minutes from 2007.  Lyna is in the process of editing these, and will send them as a group to the Executive Committee.  They will be revised and then approved by electronic vote.

b) Task Forces:  
1. CORS Network: David will contact Don to request that the CORS Task Force submit a final report.   The report should include a system description, payment requirements and recommendations for the public-private partnership model.  The final report should be submitted before September 19, 2008 (the next Forum meeting).

2. Parcels: Rich communicated with Dawn to request that the Parcel Task Force submit a final report.  The final report should be submitted before September 19, 2008 (the next Forum meeting).  Rich has not yet heard back from Dawn.

3. Elevation:  A date of Monday, October 20, is set for the next meeting of the Elevation Task Force.  Roger reported good progress from this Task Force, including digestion of NJ datasets by the EROS data center.  One current acquisition, Mercer County, is scheduled for this leaf-off season.  USGS is not supporting partial counties at this point (e.g., CAFRA region – Atlantic and Ocean Counties).  

4. OPRA:  Will reported that this Task Force conducted a productive meeting in July.  To date, 19 scenarios were collected, with a mix of real and imagined cases.  Catherine Starghill (Government Records Council) attended this meeting. The definition of a record is a core question for GIS and this discussion took up much of the meeting.  The group felt that a presentation needs to be made to the GRC about basic GIS practice. Another issue is that electronic record definition is not clear.  Other issues are more clearly defining the reasonable fair charges for direct cost only.  Liability and warranty is also an issue.  Rich moved that the Executive Committee approve the mission statement for this Task Force, as amended (adding liability and date).  Roger seconded the motion.  Motion passed.
c) NJGF Strategic Plan Task Force:  Andy needs to complete the mission statement for the September 19th meeting.  Will moved and John seconded to appoint Kate McGuire as chairperson of this Task Force.  Andy Rowan will be the liaison from the Executive Committee.
d) NJGF website listserv:  The listserv is operational.  An opt-out choice is on the Forum profile.

e) Elections:  Elections will be coming up again in the fall.  Representatives for the private sector, state government, university/college/K12, counties and municipalities will be up for election. Brian Embley will chair the election process. Andy will check with Kate McGuire about the December 2007 sign-in sheets.  David will check with Janelle for this sign-in as well.  The Forum website will be used again for voting.  This year’s dates are:

9/19 
Start of nominations period

10/17 
Close of nominations period

10/31 
Close of candidacy acceptance period

11/7
Voting opens via NJGF website

11/21
Voting closes

12/5 
Results announced at NJGF meeting
   
Brian will make courtesy calls to candidates on the election results prior to the December meeting.
Andy announced that he has been nominated for NSGIC president this year.

New Business

a) Response to Municator website: David drafted a proposed Executive Committee response to Phil D’Agostino regarding a Municator website.  There was a general discussion on the form of the response.  David will make some revisions and send the response.
b) Electronic subdivision standards/ordinance boilerplate task force:  The Digital Tax Mapping Committee is sending out a letter and supporting material to municipal officials.  The Division of Taxation is chairing this advisory committee.  David recommends that NJGF initiate a Task Force regarding digital subdivision submissions.  This might include models ordinances for the digital submission of subdivisions as well as boilerplate procedures for tax map maintenance.  David would act as liaison.  This Task Force should be formed with a mission statement and a short time frame.  Lyna moved and Rich seconded to form this Task Force.  David will complete a Mission statement.  Motion passed.
c) CORS presentation:  Josh Greenfeld has volunteered to report on the CORS network.  David will ask Josh to submit the final written report
d) NJ Data Inventory project.  An update on this project noted that all five sub-basins of the hydro datasets are available for download in shapefiles and geodatabase feature classes. The Raritan will be submitted to the National Hydrography Dataset.  Editing for the national network is not complete for the rest of the state.  The NJGS watershed delineation project is underway, and is also nationally coordinated.  Kate McGuire, Doug Scheiffer and John Bocchino are involved in the NJ Data Inventory Project.  A quick form has been created to increase the inventory of metadata.  The form has a spreadsheet format, with information collected through an interview process.  Priorities for the project will start with other state agencies (besides DEP), then move to counties and local government.
e) Geology datasets. Roger noted that several new geology datasets are available on the NJ Geologic Survey website.  At the next meeting, Roger will update us on the status of this year’s CAP grants and New Jersey’s eligibility.
f) 9/19/08 Meeting Agenda  John Boccino will introduce Lou Jacoby and Seema Gopinatha who will do a presentation on NJDEP’s NJGeoWeb.  Dana will update the Forum members about the work of the Digital Tax Mapping Committee. 
Adjournment

Andy moved and Roger seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at  12:20 p.m.

