Meeting Minutes

Parcels Task Force – New Jersey Geospatial Forum

July 12, 2005 6:00 PM

Maser Consulting Conference Room

Red Bank, NJ

In attendance:

Brenadan Weiner, Dawn Hunter, Elena Boundina, William Thomas, Kinny Clark, Atanas Entchev & Joel Falk

It was clarified that the NJ Division of Taxation has awarded the PAMS contract, but the project does NOT involve the development of GIS parcel data as previously reported.

Communication with the Standards & Metadata Task Force has indicated that the FGDC standards for parcel data do not address spatial accuracy.  The Parcel Task Force is requesting documentation from Peter Borbas to support the hierarchical scheme of spatial accuracy, i.e. class 1,2,3… that he has made reference to at previous meetings.  These accuracy classes could serve as the foundation for the development of a “Best Practices Manual” which is being considered as a next project by this group.  Once this information is obtained the Parcel Task Force will review it and forward to the Standards & Metadata Task Force with any recommendations that Parcel Task Force feels are needed for a New Jersey focus.
The Parcel Task Force will request that the Standards & Metadata Task Force provide a work force that can follow up with the “Yes we have parcel data with no metadata” group of parcel survey respondents.  The ultimate objective is to offer metadata development services in exchange for the data being posted on NJGIN.  Other entities that have parcel metadata not posted on NJGIN should be contacted to see if their metadata is FGDC compliant, and if so, motivated to post on NJGIN.
For the municipal portion of the parcel survey, the questionnaire will be reorganized so that questions 4a–4f will become independent primary questions.  This will alleviate people selecting “yes”, indicating that they have metadata, and then not providing any additional specifics about their data set.  The municipal survey should focus on municipal parcel data; irrespective of other County or Regional parcel data efforts.  The municipal list needs to be distributed among members of the Parcel Task Force to facilitate our goal of completion by the end of August or well underway.  With the minutes of this meeting a request for more volunteers will be again voiced.
The Parcel Task Force will send an email to all survey respondents notifying them that the results of their survey, including contact information, may be posted on the NJ parcel status website that is under development.  They will be asked to provide alternate contact information if they object.

Atanas Entchev of Vertices, LLC presented the parcel status website that is being developed at no cost by Vertices for the Parcel Task Force.  The group decided that in addition to facilitating the input of survey results, the website will provide viewing and querying capabilities at three levels of geography: regional (e.g. Meadowlands, Pinelands, etc…), county & municipal.  Atanas stated that Vertices would be happy to support development of the site as long as it is being put to use.  Understanding this, the group is initially requesting minimal functionality with possible additional enhancements as success of the site evolves.  It is possible that this site may ultimately be linked directly to NJGIN at some point in the future.

Dawn will follow up with the development of the Application.  The municipal survey will commence once an application is available to ensure that all municipalities are asked consistent questions and that volunteers can enter their information directly.

Minutes submitted by Joel T. Falk

rev - dfh
