Minutes of the New Jersey Parcel Geospatial Forum: Task Force 
Meeting:  February 22, 2007

Location:  Princeton University

Attendees:

Dawn McCall

Atanas Entchev

J. Peter Borbas, PLS

Bill Thomas, PLS

Miyuki Kwanda

Summary prepared by Dawn McCall:

This meeting was intended to be the last meeting of the NJGF Parcel Task Force, however in a recent discussion with Rich Rehmann, it has been discovered that the Executive Committee would like the Parcel Task Force to continue the effort of a Municipal Survey for Parcel Data.  As we have previously discussed at our meetings, the State of NJ Division of Taxation has established a group (internal State Task Force) looking into the possibility of Digital Tax Maps.  The work that we are doing in our Parcel Task Force has become important to them since we are not only asking about the existence of Parcels but also Digital Tax Maps, Standards and Metadata.  Therefore the Executive Committee has expressed an interest in allowing the Task Force to continue to collect this information.  

As most of you also know the deadline to finish the Municipal Survey has been extended many times and with little additional information being collected.  Therefore I am leery to blindly extend the deadline again without a plan.  At the moment the only purpose I see in extending the deadline is to get past my up-coming Maternity Leave.  Different options were discussed of how to motivate existing Survey Volunteers and how to get new volunteers with a few results.  The first result was that a new call for volunteers would go out in hopes to get some new people working on the project.  The other idea, a letter to the individual municipalities, would have to be discussed with the executive committee.  It was discussed that if a letter went out to some municipal officials letting them know of the effort to identify the location of Municipal Parcel Layers that the municipalities would not want to be left out.  It was discussed that a letter could be sent to 3 contacts (Tax Assessor, Clerk and Engineer) at each municipality that is not yet completed.  The letter would explain to them what the nature of this survey was and that to date their town has not been included, the letter would also indicate the Parcel Task Force Member responsible for the town, should the municipality want to reach out to them to be included in the survey. 

It was hoped that by these two actions the Volunteers and Individual Municipalities would be motivated to complete the survey and therefore the Parcel Task Force could move forward towards completing the goal of surveying the state for the existence of Parcels.  
Included is an excel file of all municipalities not yet completed.  This is an open call to all Parcel Task Force Members to help in the municipal survey.  There are 77 participants in the Parcel Task Force if we all take a few towns, we can get it done.

Also please note that the minutes are coming from Merrilee Torres of Burlington County.  Merrilee has volunteered to be the point of contact for the Parcel Task Force while I am out on Maternity Leave.

