February 21, 2008
Meeting of the New Jersey Geospatial Forum, OPRA Task Force.

In attendance:

Eric Anderson

Janel Bisacquino

Richard Garnett

Patty Leidner

Chris McClain

Kate McGuire

Will Stevens

Merrilee Torres

The purpose of the meeting was to establish the task force’s mission statement, goals and objectives.  Several pertinent documents were previously supplied to the task force membership by email as links or attachments including:

The Open Public Records Act

Catherine Starghill’s OPRA PowerPoint Presentation

Exemptions in OPRA
Special Service Charge

Minutes from the March 23, 2007 NJGF meeting where Ms. Starghill spoke

List of draft discussion points/ suggested objectives

Patty and Merrilee gave a brief summary of Ms. Starghill’s presentation at the NJGF for the benefit of those who had not been present with emphasis on how it related to the draft discussion points.  The group then discussed their concerns about OPRA, specifically what should be done if a requested map no longer exists, what constitutes a ‘record’, consulting fees, interim layers, fee structures, and whether the use of forms other than an OPRA form is acceptable.  

The draft discussion points were then discussed and modified as necessary based on group consensus in order to develop them into goals and objectives. 

The mission statement was discussed and agreed on as follows:

"The GIS community has encountered a number of questions and problems regarding the Open Public Records Act and its application specific to GIS.  The task force will elaborate on these questions, seek clarification on them from the Government Records Council, and convey the resulting information to the GIS community at large via its final report."
The group agreed that Catherine Starghill should be contacted and encouraged to attend at least one meeting of the Task Force such that she could provide advice on how to proceed.  It was also decided that existing case histories should be reviewed as examples of GRC rulings and Task Force members should gather potential scenarios pertinent to the concerns to be addressed and forward them to the Task Force Co-chairs. 
The Task Force Co-chairs will contact Catherine Starghill, draft the goals and objectives and compile the case histories and scenarios received from the Task Force members.  The next meeting will be held in approximately 2-3 months at a location to be announced.
