New Jersey Geospatial Forum – September 18, 2015
Meeting Minutes – General Meeting
The General Meeting was held on September 21, 2015 at 10:30 a.m. at the New Jersey Meadowlands, 1 DeKorte Park Plaza, Lyndhurst, NJ 07071
Call to Order 10:30 a.m.
Constituency & Task Force Reports



•
State Office of GIS - Andy Rowan:
The Census has incorporated the State’s municipal boundaries into their Tiger Line Files. Geo-products in the next cycle should line up with municipal boundaries.  In the past the census needed to hear from the local authorities to make changes to the data, but they decided to incorporate them in as a data update.

Digital Tax Map Regulations continue to move forward. Focus now is on gearing up the Division of Taxation to accept digital formats, with hardware and software acquisitions.  There will be conversion tools created to take CAD tax maps and convert them into parcel layers.  These tools will be available to everyone.
Orthos are on track.

•
County – Patty Leidner:
June 16th was the Local Government Coordinators/Managers Meeting. It was well attended and received.  There were several updates from the State on ongoing and upcoming projects.  After a lengthy discussion regarding parcel data structure, it was decided that a working group should be formed in order to address additional attributes to add to the parcel standard, workflows, and delineation of condos, billboards, exception areas, etc.


July 22nd was the parcel working group meeting.   Most of the time was spent on a discussion regarding what attributes each of the parcel stewards are currently maintaining and if all or some of them could be standardized and added to the state’s current parcel data structure to make the data more useful.  To get a better understanding of the current attributes, Patrick McDonald of OGIS created a standardized spreadsheet for each of the parcel stewards to fill out and submit. Those results are in and we will be compiling that data and will call a meeting to discuss the results.
NJDEP would like to meet with the GIS Coordinators to discuss the Municipal Stormwater Regulation Program (MSRP) which is up for renewal and a new draft permit is slated for release this year. They are looking for at a range of dates in October to offer the Coordinators.  Patty Leidner will send out a poll early next week with those dates.  Location will most likely be at Mercer County Offices.

•
Among the changes being considered is requiring the inventory of several components from municipal separate storm sewers (MS4s) by Tier A and Tier B municipalities, public complexes (including large public colleges, prisons, hospital complexes and military bases), and highway agencies (include county, state, interstate, or federal government agencies that operate highways and other thoroughfares).

Discussion points:

•
GIS and GPS are being considered as tools for completing and submitting these inventories. 

•
NJDEP officials want to understand the viability of GPS/GIS use for the inventory especially at the municipality level. 

•
They also are compiling a minimum attribute field list and domain lookups. 

•
Many County GIS programs may have already started to tackle stormwater control system inventories.  

•
NJDEP is looking to meet with County GIS Coordinators to provide insight into:

•
standardizing the attribute field list and field domain lookups 

•
any unique attributes required by the local agencies they support

•
each County’s position on GPS/GIS support for their individual municipalities and public works departments, which will need to implement the new permit’s regulations.

•
Elevation Task Force – Roger Barlow:
NOAA New Jersey topographic data for Cape May County and Atlantic coastal estuary areas is expected to be posted to NOAA's Digital Coast website soon. That data is with their contractor to be posted.

USGS Water Science Center & National Geospatial Program, in conjunction with NJDEP are in year 2 of a research project to determine the effectiveness of extracting unmapped streams from LiDAR for 3 physiographic areas in the Raritan Watershed. Addition information on perennial and ephemeral classification of NHD stream segments will be captured.

Delaware Valley High Density LiDAR is due to USGS from our contractor by September 30 for Quality Assessment. This project includes QL2 LiDAR of Mercer, Burlington, Camden, and Gloucester counties.

The Elevation Task Force is seeking additional agenda items for a possible November meeting. (Trish suggested an item on NRCS LiDAR training she attended, Dan suggested a topic of the new V-Datum upgrade, NJ Strategic Plan-Elevation updates suggestion by me).
Open Discussion/Announcements   

Dawn McCall - Princeton University.  I am the Vice President of MACURISA and I again remind people to attend our Ground to Grid Meeting on 10/6 at NJIT.  I am also the new GIS/LIS Committee Chair for the New Jersey Society of Professional Land Surveyors (NJSPLS).  If you are a surveyor interested in GIS or a GIS professional interested in the sound use of Surveying and mapping principals we would love to talk to you. Please see Maya Thomas, from Remington and Vernick (maya.thomas@gmail.com) ,  our recording secretary to get your name on our list.  We are actually having a meeting after the NJGF, so if you would like to attend, also please see Maya.
Merrilee Torres – Burlington County GIS.  
MAGTUG:

The Mid-Atlantic Geospatial Transportation Users Group (MAGTUG) has been helping Transportation professionals stay abreast of advances in geospatial technology and helping GIS professionals navigate [pun intended] transportation-specific issues over the last 10 years.  The group meets two to three times a year at various locations throughout the Mid-Atlantic region and also offers webinars on pertinent topics relative to GIS and Transportation.  The steering committee, which plans meetings and provides direction, is comprised of individuals sharing an interest in Geospatial Transportation topics.  New members to both the organization and steering committee are always welcome and both membership and meetings are free!  To find out more about the group, meetings and steering committee contact information, please go to https://magtug.wordpress.com/ 
GIS Day:

Save the date for GIS Day! GIS Day at RCBC (formerly GIS Day at BCC) will be held on November 5th, 2015.  Details will be posted in the upcoming weeks at http://www.co.burlington.nj.us/gisdayatbcc 

Please note that Burlington County College (BCC) is now Rowan College at Burlington County (RCBC), so the event will be renamed GIS Day at RCBC.  New name, same great event!  We will have a morning of speaker presentations, map gallery/contest, afternoon GIS & GPS labs as well as the MAGTUG fall meeting which will be focused on GIS and stormwater.  The event is free but registration will be requested.  A light continental breakfast and a lunch consisting of sandwiches, wraps and salads will be provided.

Location:

Rowan College at Burlington County 

Mount Laurel Campus

Laurel Hall (Rm 320) & Technology Building (Tech 208)

3331 Route 38

Mount Laurel, NJ 08054
Web (William) Adams - Census Bureau – Just finished up the 3rd workshop in conjunction with NJ State Data Center on utilizing Census data.  Let him know if you would like to see additional workshops.  william.w.adams@census.gov
Danielle Hartman - CH2M - The Port Authority is developing a regional truck route geodatabase as part of GMAP (Goods Movement Action Program). Stakeholders are invited to contact Steve Brown (freightplanning@panynj.gov) for more information.
CH2M (as Halcrow) created an integrated dataset of designated truck routes in New Jersey and New York, including New York City. The purpose of this dataset is to consolidate and standardize information into a seamless regional map, to reduce jurisdictional data gaps, and to increase availability of data that may enhance the productivity and safety of the region’s freight network for its users. The geodatabase was developed from existing GIS data, text-based regulatory documents, and graphical map layouts. Truck route designations were standardized between jurisdictions and applied to the detailed street basemap from each region. This beta release is draft data from April 2015. The final version will incorporate regulatory updates, local roads, and additional restrictions. The final dataset will be made available to freight network users, information service providers, application developers and related agencies. The Port Authority is currently evaluating distribution channels, and future enhancements such as integrating bridge clearance data.
Speakers:

Communicating Geographically in the Meadowlands: A GIS Perspective- Francisco Artigas – Meadowlands Environmental Research Institute (MERI)

Utilizing ArcGIS Online for Government - Jason Bottcher (Hudson County)

NJTPA Asset Management Data Model - Gabrielle Fausel (NJTPA)

Online mapping notes from the other side of the Hudson - Steve Romalewski (CUNY)
Meeting Adjourned at 12:30 p.m.
