
New Jersey Geospatial Forum 
Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 

  
  
 

 

Date: June 13, 2018 

Time: 1:14 p.m. – 2:15 p.m. 

Location: Riverview Plaza 200 Room 402, Trenton, NJ 

 Attendance Position and/or Constituency Group 
Representative 

Patty Leidner Y Chair/County Government 
Chris Gould Y Vice Chair/State Government 
Trish Long Y Secretary/Federal Government 
Andy Rowan 
Doug Schleifer 

Y 
Y 

State GIO/Office of GIS 

David Tulloch Y Education 
Russ Kauffman Y Land Surveyors 
Vacant - Municipal Government 
Mike Shanahan  Y Non-Government Organizations 
David Kunz N Private Sector 
Ildiko Pechmann Y Regional Agencies 

 

Executive Committee Vacancy:  

Rich Caprio with Montgomery Twp is interested in serving as municipal rep.  

Elections for 2019 

Positions up for election: County, Private, State, Education, Municipal. This year we’ll open nominations at the 
end of September and close them at the end of October. The election will be held at the end of November. Ildiko 
has agreed to accept the nominations. 

Nominations open September 28, 2018 
Nominations close on October 31, 2018  
Voting opens November 14, 2018 
Voting closes November 30, 2018 
New members notified by December 7, 2018 and announced at the December 12, 2018 meeting. 
 

Patty asked everyone to work on this homework assignment before the next meeting: Read the bylaws and 
think about changes that need to be made. 

Old Business 

Constituency Group Updates 

• OGIS:  



 Doug said that the Forum website will be updated after the NJGIN update. OGIS will seek input from the 
Executive Committee.   

 The State has a new CTO. This means the hiring process can start up again. (2 hires, a web developer and 
app developer had been stalled.) 

• Education: Dave Tulloch commented that he hopes that NJGIN 3.0 will allow for better exchange of information 
esp. in regards to jobs and internships for students. 

• Federal: no report 
• Land Surveyors: Russ commented that the NJPLSS annual meeting is in February. NJPLSS wants to reconvene 

their GIS committee. Russ asked for feedback on the state of survey education in NJ. 
• Private: Dave Kunz asked about the status of the state GIS contract. Doug said the goal is to accept proposals by 

the end of September, review and then accept by the end of November. 
• Regional: Ildiko said that MERI got a blanket waiver for drone operation (6 months). They will be using drones 

for berm inspections. 
• State: Chris reported that a review and analysis of DEP’s Enterprise GIS is coming. He also said a non-pervious 

land cover data layer is in the works. They are also having Dewberry look at improving the building footprints 
layer.  Doug also mentioned the possibility of BGIS using OneSpatial/One Integrate software, which DEP already 
owns, to clean up building polygons after they are generated from lidar. 

Task Force Updates 

• Boundary: Patty said a small meeting of surveyors will be convened to determine next steps for the committee’s 
final report. Russ asked why there was a reluctance to accept boundaries as authoritative. Discussion ensued. 
Per Andy, the biggest reason is that in many cases, the entity with authority over the boundary is not the entity 
creating the GIS data. Muni boundaries for example, the municipality is the authority. Changes are filed with the 
Department of State. OGIS maintains the data, but inherits no authority from either of the above. 

• Trails: Mike provided a report by email (insert here) 
• Elevation: Roger provided a report by email (insert here) 
• Zoning: Based on conversations with the task force chair, Jennifer Whytlaw, Patty said this task force will 

probably disband. 
 

New Business 

Speaker for October meeting – Ildiko will reach out to the Sea Level Rise guys and will report back on their 
availability by the end of next week. 
Speaker for December meeting – all are encouraged to make suggestions. One idea was John Haase’s NJ 
Conservation Blueprint application. Another idea was an update on NJ GeoWeb. 
 
Upcoming Meetings 

• Tue, August 16  Executive Committee Meeting 10-12 
• Fri, October 26   General Meeting (in pm at MAC-URISA conference in Atlantic City) 
• Tue, December 12  General Meeting 10 – 12 Executive Committee Meeting 1-3 

 


