Minutes
Executive Committee, New Jersey Geospatial Forum

October 23, 2009
Opening
The meeting was called to order by David Kunz, Chairperson, at 9:40 am.  Members present were Dave Kunz, Andy Rowan, Don Walby, John Bocchino, Tom Tiner, Brian Embley, Joan Leder, and Trish Long.
This meeting of the Executive Committee of the New Jersey Geospatial Forum is held in compliance with N.J.S.A.10:4-6, known as the Open Public Meeting Act.  Adequate notice of this meeting has been filed with the Secretary of State and distributed to the Trenton Times, Star Ledger, Atlantic City Press, and posted on the New Jersey Geographic Information Network (NJGIN) site. 

Old Business
1. Previous Executive Committee minutes: The minutes of the Executive Committee meeting of August 28th will be reviewed and commented on during the October meeting.
2. Preserved Lands Task Force.  Has been rather active with NGO’s and NJDEP.  Task force has been broken down into 3 subgroups to determine definitions and categories.  Groups will specifically address these topics and focus on required attributes.  
3. Elevation Task Force.  Task force met last week.  USGS and FEMA are to partner on data collection in Atlantic, Ocean and Monmouth counties.  This data collection is scheduled for winter 2010 and will be tide coordinated.  This will be the last area to be collected.  Next step will be to “normalize” the data.  Raw data for Camden and Burlington is not that accurate and should be recollected.  
4. OPRA Task Force.  Draft final report has been submitted.  No comments have yet be received. 
5. Strategic Task Force.  Rowan reported that Doug Schleifer is wrapping up the plan.  All contributions from subchapters have been received.  Discussion ensued related to the 50 States Initiative - Develop and implement statewide strategic and business plans that will facilitate the coordination of programs, policies, technologies, and resources that enable the coordination, collection, documentation, discovery, distribution, exchange and maintenance of geospatial information in support of the NSDI.  FGDC has developed a template that other states are using.  Most of NJ State agencies have established data stewards, so NJ is ahead of the curve.
6. Digital Subdivision Task Force.  Dave reported that the guidance document is to be created around the sample ordinance and finalized before the NJ League of Municipalities conference next month.  Don to call Bruce Blair to stimulate the completion of this document.  Information will be posted to NJGIN with a link to NJ Treasury site for relevant documentation. 
7. Proposed by-law change Article IV Executive Committee – term limits.  Discussion ensued based on topics discussed during Forum meeting.  Although some comments were discussed in detail, a motion was made to pass the by-law changes originally proposed.  Motion to accept changes as documented made by Joan Leder with a second by Don Walby.  Dave to formally modify by-laws document and have it posted to NJGIN.
8. 2010 Elections – NGO, Land Surveyor and MPO sectors have nominated candidates.  Federal did not have any nominees, so the Committee discussed and determined that Web Adams (Census) and Gary Casabona (NRCS) are members that should be approached to determine their interest in running.  Motion to offer Web and Gary the ability to run for the available Federal position made by Tiner and seconded by Long.  Candidates will be contacted to determine interest.
9. Unintended use of GIS Data (for Regulatory purposes) – discussion on how to reach the target “use” community and not the GIS community.  One option brought to the table was to present at “government specific” conferences and seminars to educate the audience on the proper use and constraints of various GIS data.  Committee talked about forming a task force, but at this time it is difficult to determine a specific mission statement, goals and objectives.  Committee also identified that the NJ Office of Legislative Services should be contacted to identify and discuss the current use of GIS data for regulatory purposes by State agencies. Use of metadata was discussed at length.  Google Earth is now allowing users to display parcels in certain parts of the county.  Brief discussion occurred and Don Walby will be talk with the NJ Board of Land Surveyors to determine if Google is practicing land surveying without a license.  Bocchino volunteered to research to see if the Federal government or other States have been addressing this issue.  This may be a good topic for the March meeting.  If committee agrees to this topic, the next step would be to work on a framework outline for the presentation.
New Business

1. Next Forum presentation - “Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area - GIS in the Park” presented by Leslie Morlock, GIS Coordinator- Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area, Resource Management & Science Division.
2. Next NJGF Exec Comm. meeting on December 4, 2009.

Motion to adjourn made by Kunz and seconded by Tiner.  
Meeting adjourned at 11:45 am. 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Tom Tiner, Secretary.

