Minutes
Executive Committee, New Jersey Geospatial Forum

April 16, 2010
Opening
The meeting was called to order by David Kunz, Chairperson.  Members present were Dave Kunz, Andy Rowan, Don Walby, John Bocchino, Tom Tiner, Brian Embley, Joan Leder, Roger Barlow, and Gary Casabona.  Chris McClain was representing the Municipal sector after the resignation of Trish Long.
This meeting of the Executive Committee of the New Jersey Geospatial Forum is held in compliance with N.J.S.A.10:4-6, known as the Open Public Meeting Act.  Adequate notice of this meeting has been filed with the Secretary of State and distributed to the Trenton Times, Star Ledger, Atlantic City Press, and posted on the New Jersey Geographic Information Network (NJGIN) site. 

Old Business
1. Previous Executive Committee minutes: The minutes of the Executive Committee meeting of January 22nd were approved.
2. There was a discussion of the ex officio position for a USGS representative.  Andy will be sending a letter to USGS management setting up that position, provided that all parties agree.
3. Preserved Lands Task Force.  Brian discussed the work of the Research, Categories & Definitions, and Attribute Subgroups.  He reported that a new subgroup on Methodology will be forming.  Joan asked about the core attributes that would be captured in the dataset.  There was some discussion about the various classes of preserved land (Ag, Conservation, Historic/Cultural, Recreation, Public Access).
4. Elevation Task Force.  Roger reported that the Sussex-Warren collection has been rejected for inclusion in the NED.  It appears that there was a problem with the TIN creation process, but that the original mass point data may be ok.  John Tyrawski is completing his QA review of the Salem data.  Roger has been in touch with Rick Dean of the Joint Base (Ft. Dix, McGuire) regarding re-acquisition of Burlington.  Roger showed a map and discussed the coordination efforts.  Horizontal resolution may be an issue.  USGS will have a booth at MAC-URISA.  Roger also reported that Dewberry had acquired LiDAR for US FWS at Forsythe refuge.
5. OPRA Task Force.  John reported on OPRA.  The final report is being reviewed, so we will hold off on final approval of the report for now.  We discussed report content – 13 pages plus supporting documentation (reference materials, recent legal decisions, special service charge worksheet).  John also spoke with Patricia and Merrilee who said that if data is available on website, the requestor can choose to withdraw their request.
6. Strategic Task Force.  No report at this time.
7. Digital Subdivision Task Force.  Dave and Patricia are working to produce a document.
8. Establishment of an Education Taskforce – Tom suggested that a good start would be to focus on just one grade level to produce materials for teachers.  Joan mentioned 4th, 7th, and 9th grades as previous focal points for such programs.  Roger mentioned geocaching and orienteering.  Dave mentioned that the Walkill watershed hosts and event with geocaching activities.  Joan mentioned the Geospatial Intelligence Foundation, which is working on certification at the college level within science programs (both online and classroom).  Joan & Roger both mentioned the importance of working with younger grade levels.  Tom said that the ultimate goal would be to prepare students to be part of the GIS workforce, and that seminars and internships can help to communicate this.  Chris asked whether the focus should be on GIS within a discipline such as biology or engineering – or would GIS be a major on its own ?  Don mentioned that in Arizona, GIS is completely integrated within the surveying community’s education and training programs.  Tom, Joan, and Roger discussed the fact that managers aren’t always sure what they want out of GIS.  Andy stated that although we have a stake in this issue, it doesn’t exactly line up with the mission of the Forum or Exec. Committee and is not unique to New Jersey.  Joan emphasized the need to prepare students for the workplace, and mentioned Christina Herzog’s survey (Rutgers U.).  Brian suggested that an annual questionnaire on the needs of industry might be useful.  Tom said that MAC-URISA is re-focusing on education, and that Somerset County is also interested in creating programs.  Joan mentioned the GITA meeting on June 3rd.  John raised the issue of policy makers not knowing the proper use and limits of the data.  Dave suggested that Tom create a “mission statement” for GIS Education.  John suggested the need for a “Best Practices” document on how to use GIS data properly.  Don remarked that there are issues trying to communicate with those who lack a background in geospatial tech.  Tom suggested sending the guidance document to NJ mayors.
9. Election Procedures – There was a discussion of election procedures.  Joan suggested that we should make an effort to give earlier notification to the Forum, with the hope that this will produce more good candidates.  Brian suggested that we should mention it at the June meeting.  We also need to better confirm Task Force activity to vet the attendance of potential Exec Committee members.    Brian “volunteered” to be Election chair
New Business

1. John mentioned “EME”, a US EPA extension for ArcCatalog, which he feels is useful.

2. The committee agreed that we need to change the dates for the June and December meetings.  It was agreed that we will have both the Forum and Exec meetings on June 11th, and December 3rd.  
3. Joan nominated Don’s tax map presentation for the September Forum meeting.  Gary seconded.
Motion to adjourn made by Dave and seconded by Tom.  
Meeting adjourned at 12:15 pm. 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Gary Casabona, Secretary.
