Minutes
Executive Committee, New Jersey Geospatial Forum

April 17, 2009

Opening
The meeting was called to order by David Kunz, Chairperson, at 9:30 am.  Members present were John, Joan, Will, David, Andy, Brian and Trish.  
This meeting of the Executive Committee of the New Jersey Geospatial Forum is held in compliance with N.J.S.A.10:4-6, known as the Open Public Meeting Act.  Adequate notice of this meeting has been filed with the Secretary of State and distributed to the Trenton Times, Star Ledger, Atlantic City Press, and posted on the New Jersey Geographic Information Network (NJGIN) site. 

Old Business
1. Designation of Chairperson for Preserved Lands Task Force.  Tanya Nolte and Doug Schleifer are suggested as co-chairs.  Brian moved and John seconded.  Motion passed.  Dave expressed that Doug and Tanya be made aware of the available communication protocols for the Task Force.  Brian to inform Kate McGuire of the designated co-chairs so Kate can update the NJGF web site and NJGIN system accordingly.  Brian to also discuss next steps with Tanya and Doug, including first meeting to establish objectives.  A brief discussion of various means to hold remote meetings and their limited success in Forum business to date was held.
2. GIS as a shared service.  Dave and Andy met with Mark Pfeiffer who expressed that NJ Dept of Community Affairs (DCA) will not support GIS as a shared service.  John Reiser offered to help continue pursuit of this issue within DCA.  It was mentioned that Somerset County has received shared service grants in the past.  It would be good to know the funding organization for the Shared Service Grant.  Dave and Andy agreed to follow-up with John Reiser.
3. Elevation Task Force.  There will be a Task Force meeting next week at West Trenton.  Salem County, non-coastal acquisition is underway and may already be complete.  No news on acquisition for Mercer County.  The NJ Office of GIS has mass points for Warren and Sussex Counties.  CRSSA has mass points, DEM and contours for the NJ Highlands region.
4. OPRA Task Force.  Will provided Task Force mission statement and minutes from the initial kickoff meeting.  Will to follow-up with Merrilee Torres regarding status of the minutes from the past Task Force meeting with DCA.

5. Strategic Task Force.  Andy reported that the Task Force met in March and devised focused sub groups.  Kate McGuire, Task Force Chairperson, will be retiring in September.
6. Digital Subdivision Task Force.  Andy attended Task Force meeting this week.  It was acknowledged that the issues are broad and it is important for the group to stay focused.  The Task Force will work on developing goals.  Next meeting to be held on May 20.  Dave has a model municipal ordinance he will share with the co-chairs.
7. NJ Data Inventory Project.  Online form worked on by Ramesh Kadirisani before he left OGIS.  Ramesh’s replacement at OGIS will hopefully be able to continue this important work.  
8. 2010 DVRPC Orthos.  DVRPC has received an estimate from USGS ~ $540,000 to capture Pictometry orthos for nine (9) counties.  Also considering capturing oblique imagery.  It was felt that the Pictometry product has less building lean, less shadows and more seam processing between tiles and also a higher number of tiles.  Will is researching the accuracy of the orthophotos.  Also, oblique imagery may be of little value to DVRPC though it is recognized that County staff can benefit for applications such as property assessment and emergency management
New Business
1. Next NJGF General Membership meeting to be held on June 5.   Main topic of that meeting will be “Look What I Did” presentations.  Dave may be on vacation that day.  If so, Brian, Vice-chair, will run the general membership meeting and Exec Comm. meetings.

2. On April 29, the North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority (NJTPA) is holding a meeting to form an Enterprise GIS Steering Committee.

3. MAC-URISA Spring Meeting to be held on May 12 with a focus on web mapping.

4. John reported that NJDEP is starting an email list serve for data announcements.  

5. It was discussed that the NJGIN Portal, njgin.nj.gov, would benefit from functionality to enable email alerts on a users “watched” metadata records.  The alerts would notify a user when the respective record had been updated.  Brian mentioned that that the NJGIN Portal had that functionality after its initial deployment though it was little used.
6. Ideas were discussed for a speaker at the Sept NJGF General Membership meeting.  Perhaps the Maryland Office of GIS.

7. It was noted that the FGDC is conducting an assessment of parcel mapping status by state.

8. Next NJGF Exec Comm. meeting on June 5.

Motion to adjourn made by Will and seconded by Andy.  Meeting adjourned at 11:19 am. 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Brian Embley, Vice Chair.
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