Minutes

New Jersey Geospatial Forum

September 18, 2009
Welcome and Opening Comments

The meeting was called to order at 10:10 a.m. by David Kunz, Chairperson.

This meeting of the New Jersey Geospatial Forum is held in compliance with N.J.S.A.10:4-6, known as the Open Public Meeting Act.  Adequate notice of this meeting has been filed with the Secretary of State and distributed to the Trenton Times, Star Ledger, Atlantic City Press, and posted on the New Jersey Geographic Information Network (NJGIN) site. 

The meeting began with Dave Kunz providing a review of the proposed by-law changes regarding term limits for Executive Committee members.  The intent of the changes are to allow an existing member, whose term is about to expire due to term limits, be eligible for nomination if no other member from that constituency group are nominated.  The Committee is looking to eliminate the potential for an open seat on the Committee and therefore a lack of representation.  Discussion ensued with several members from the audience expressing their concerns with the requirements for eligibility of the membership in regards to the nomination process.  The Executive Committee with take all suggestions and comments under consideration prior to their vote during the Committee meeting on October 23, 2009.  
Call for Nominations: NJ Geospatial Forum members in the Federal Government, Land Surveyor, NGO and MPO constituencies are encouraged to send their nominations for your representative’s seat on the Forum Executive Committee to joan_leder@fdu.edu. The nomination period closes October 16, 2009. Acceptance of the nominations will close October 30. Elections begin November 6 and close November 20. Results will be announced at the General Session meeting on December 4, 2009. Terms run 2 years and positions will begin January 2010.
Reports

Executive Committee/ Constituency Groups

1) Federal Government.  Roger Barlow reported that recent acquisitions include data for the portions of Sussex and Warren counties west of the Highlands region, Mercer County, and the non-CAFRA portion of Salem County, (which will complete the coverage for Salem County.  The CAFRA portion was previously collected in the South Jersey collection project that was completed 3/09.)  Point cloud data (in the form of LAS files) are now posted on the USGS CLICK site for the following NJ counties/projects: The Highlands project, and Hunterdon, Middlesex, Burlington and Camden Counties. DEMS created from LiDAR point cloud data are now posted on the USGS NED site for the following NJ counties/projects: The Northeast New Jersey NGA project area, and Burlington, Cumberland, and Gloucester Counties.  Both DEMs and point clouds for other project areas are completed, but not yet posted to either of these two sites.  
2) State Geographic Information Officer.  Andy Rowan reported that the State term contract for GIS Services was due to expire in August 2009.  Treasury has extended it for three months.  OIT had requested one year, but Treasury is doing it in two steps, first a 3-month extension and then another for nine months. Rowan announced that the urban areas orthoimagery has been redelivered, and one other tile (G11B2, in West Windsor) was also redelivered because of a processing error.  The State will be re-releasing one other tile (H7D13, in Somerset County) that had a processing error.  Revised imagery will be available for download by the end of September as JP2 and MrSid.  Users needing a TIF file should contact OGIS. Parcels: Normalized parcels are nearly complete.  Thirteen counties will be put up on the NJGIN data download site on September 21.  The remainder will follow shortly as the last data issues are resolved.  Road centerline data enhancement project is going to move ahead.  OGIS is working on securing the last funding.  After the initial data creation/conversion project is complete, NJDOT's Bureau of Transportation Data Development will be taking on the maintenance of the additional roads and attributes. OGIS has been working on two projects related to the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act.  One is a map that shows where stimulus funds are being spent, which is part of the website at www.nj.gov/recovery.  The other is broadband internet service mapping.   OIT has been designated the lead agency for that project, and OGIS will be actively involved.  Staff changes: Dejung Gewissler left OGIS in the summer to move to Vermont.  Kate McGuire retired from state service September 1.  

(Administrative issues related to the forum website can be directed to Barbara Aspeling.)  The e-mail address for website issues continues to be (njgin@oit.state.nj.us.)
3) State Government.  John Bocchino reported that NJDEP's effort to conflate 2002 hydrography to the National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) standard is near completion.  Currently, 3 of 13 HUC 8's in NJ are uploaded to the national database with NHD compliant attributes including GNIS names and reach codes for streams and waterbodies.  It is anticipated that all remaining HUC's will be uploaded by the end of the year.  LULC2007 draft layers for 9 wmas have been received; 12, 13, 14, 15, 16,17,18,19, 20.  These are presently being reviewed by NJDEP GIS staff. Necessary edits are being made both by NDEP staff and the contractor as need be.  The contractor has completed an initial series of field site investigations as planning a second round scheduled for later this fall.

4) County Government.  David Kunz reported that the Division of Taxation has released a PAMS newsletter update highlighting the integration of GIS with PAMS and the role County GIS programs with regards to parcel maintenance.  County Planning Departments are in the process of developing/updating their waste water management plans.  The plan requires certain GIS products such as maps and GIS based build-out analysis

5) Regional Authority/MPO.  Will Stevens reported that he and Zenobia Fields (NJTPA)the only RA/MPO Forum members eligible to run in 2010.  Kate McGuire informed him that more may be eligible if they switch their registration to the MPO/Reg Authority group. Zenobia reported on status of NJTPA’s Enterprise GIS project. DVRPC’s Region-wide Transportation GIS project update – Regional centerline was delivered and is being reviewed by DVRPC.  Maintenance procedure is being finalized and DVRPC is coordinating with NJOIT-OGIS’s regarding the NJ Road Centerline Project.  Consultant is working on web application that will allow DVRPC and member county planners to identify locations for traffic count requests and will allow the public to view DVRPC’s extensive traffic count database.  DVRPC is hosting the next ESRI Transportation Special Interest Group meeting on Oct 15th at 9:00.  Topic of meeting is “Data Integration and Interoperability”  Register for meeting at www.esri.com under Events.  Chester County, one of DVRPC’s member governments, recently reduced their GIS staff by 50%.  Longtime GIS champion Peirce Eichelberger was among the casualties.
6) Municipal Government.  Trish Long reported that she was not provided with any questions or comments from the municipal sector.
7) Non-government Organizations.  Brian Embley reported that the Preserved Land Task Force is proceeding very well and we are appreciative of the efforts of the co-chairs and task force members to date.  Embley then provided the audience with a brief presentation of an online mapping project of the Cross County Connection.  Cross County Connection is a Transportation Management Association NGO that serves 7 southern NJ counties.  As part of an initiative to encourage use of alternative transportation, they have launched a web mapping application to provide use to their many, transportation related datasets.  http://driveless.com/googlemap.html
This application allows interaction with transportation data including alternative transit information and panoramic views of bus stops and bike routes.  
Cross County Connection owned data is available upon request to:

Saiful Alam

GIS Specialist

Cross County Connection

4A Eves Drive, Suite 114

Marlton, NJ 08053

alam@driveless.com
(856) 596-8228

www.driveless.com
8) University, College and K-12.  Joan Leder reported that many suggestions and concerns were made about implementing an awareness campaign for non-GIS professionals who rely on GIS data, but are not familiar with the protocol associated with it. The Educational constituency (Bill Montgomery, Alison Hayes, FDU) suggested working together to develop a series of relevant presentations. Discussion also included introducing the K-12 teachers and administrators to the benefits of integrating GIS into the core curriculum. Further discussion is needed to implement this plan. The opening of another task force for this purpose was briefly discussed.
9) NJ Professional Land Surveyors.  Don Walby reported on a recent article in Coordinates magazine regarding the importance of utility markouts for construction projects.   Coordinates is a monthly magazine on positioning, navigation and associated technologies. It aims to broaden the canvas of the technology by taking it from the domain of experts to realm of potential users.   http://www.mycoordinates.org/
10) Private Sector.  Tom Tiner reported that he reached out the private sector constituency group, but did not receive any questions or comments to bring to the Forum.  Tiner did mention that the MAC URISA “GIS Summit” is tentatively scheduled for the Trump Marina in Atlantic City, NJ – Fall 2010.  The cost for this event is similar to past events and the Committee is working on negotiating a room rate of $75/night.  This will be a one-day workshop series, followed by a two day educational summit.
b) Task Forces – no reports were provided as time expired
1) Elevation Task Force.  
2) CORS Network.  

3) OPRA.  
4) Electronic Subdivision Standards.  
5) Strategic Plan.  

6) Preserved Land.  
If you are interested in participating on a task force, visit NJGIN and edit your profile to be included on the listserv to receive informative emails. 

Presentation

Open Discussion

Any member is encouraged to bring his/her GIT issue or topic of discussion to the Forum at this time.  There were no discussion items at this meeting.
David Kraiker from the Census Bureau (NY Office) stated that the week of September 28th, Census Field Workers would be out visiting "Group Quarters" (i.e. Nursing Homes, College Dormitories, Homeless Shelters) to validate the address and set-up of the facilities.  This is in view of up-coming Census activities, and he asked municipal governments to be cooperative.    He explained that the Census Bureau first counted Housing Units (in the Spring of 2009), and then would later count the people in those units.  He stated that at this moment all municipal and county governments would be receiving an invitation form to participate in the New Construction Program.   The invitation was sent to the mayor of each municipality, but Mr. Kraiker urged interested parties to try and retrieve the form, fill it out, and return it to the Census Bureau.   The New Construction Program will allow municipal governments to add newly constructed addresses to the Census' address file, and this will be used to enumerate people.

Announcements

a) NJ Association of Floodplain Management (NJAFM) 5th annual conference to be held on October 15-16th at the Palace at Somerset Park, Somerset NJ.
b) Brochure provided - Open House – Sept 30, 6-8PM, Culinary Arts Center – Hudson County Community College
c) Please visit NJGIN for additional announcements throughout the year.
Meeting adjourned 12:15pm 

