Minutes
Executive Committee, New Jersey Geospatial Forum

June 5, 2009

Opening
The meeting was called to order by David Kunz, Chairperson, at 1:15 pm.  Members present were Dave Kunz, Tom Tiner, Brian Embley, Roger Barlow, Will Stevens, John Bocchino, Trish Long and Joan Leder.
This meeting of the Executive Committee of the New Jersey Geospatial Forum is held in compliance with N.J.S.A.10:4-6, known as the Open Public Meeting Act.  Adequate notice of this meeting has been filed with the Secretary of State and distributed to the Trenton Times, Star Ledger, Atlantic City Press, and posted on the New Jersey Geographic Information Network (NJGIN) site. 

Old Business
1. Previous Executive Committee minutes: The minutes of the Executive Committee meeting of April 17, 2009 were read.  Trish moved, and Will seconded, to approve the minutes, as corrected.  Motion passed.

2. GIS as a shared service.  Dave and Andy corresponded with Mark Pfeiffer who expressed that NJ Dept of Community Affairs (DCA) will not support GIS as a shared service.  John Reiser offered to help continue pursuit of this issue within DCA.  Dave to follow up with John to discuss GIS as an exception.
3. Preserved Lands Task Force.  Brian reported that NJDEP has expressed a great deal of interest in this task force.  NJDEP has multiple initiatives that would use this data.  Dave mentioned County sites to gather /access deeds (i.e. Monmouth, Passaic).  Next meeting June 11, 2009.
4. Elevation Task Force.  Roger reported that NJDEP has successfully entered into the National Hydrographic Dataset 3 1:2,400-scale catalog units, the first catalog units successfully entered at a scale larger than 1:5,000. NJDEP will be the only state in the country with statewide NHD data at 1:2,400-scale. This accomplishment was a team effort between NJDEP, USGS, and the NJDEP contractor DES, and breaks ground for other jurisdictions to follow submitting Local Resolution NHD data. 

5. OPRA Task Force.  Will reported that a meeting will held at DCA on Monday, June 8th to discuss and confirm the direction of the task force with Catherine Starghill.  Minutes from meeting will be prepared and reviewed during Executive Committee meeting in August.
6. Strategic Task Force.  Andy reported that the Task Force is currently working on revising some sections of the plan, while also adding some new sections (i.e. zoning).  Subgroups are being organized where 3-4 members will work on specific sections, thus distributing the workload.  Once all draft sections are complete, the editor will pull together all sections and perform a thorough review.  Kate McGuire, Task Force Chairperson, will be retiring in September.
7. Digital Subdivision Task Force.  Dave reported that subdivision standards have been developed by Division of Taxation.  Objective is to standardize and document a consistent digital format for digital tax map submissions to government agencies in support of updating the tax maps, including a recommended fee schedule.  Finishing the guidance document is very important because the Division of Taxation will be presenting at the NJ League of Municipalities (NJSLOM) conference in November.  Goal of task force is to have a draft document for Taxation to review by the end of August.  Once finalized, it is hopeful that this document will be part of a CD with information available for distribution at NJSLOM.  Meetings scheduled for the summer are 7/ 29/09 and 8/19/09.
8. NJ Data Inventory Project.  John Bocchino reported that a new staff member had recently been hired to continue progress with the on-line metadata forms to allow users to populate their data through the web.  This information will then be harvested by NJGIN and distributed to the general public for consumption.
9. MAC URISA spring meeting was well attended and provided a variety of different approaches to implementing Internet GIS. Each presentation discussed a specific approach highlighting successes as well as potential difficulties, detours, and dead ends. The meeting concluded with a panel of experts (the presenters) , answering questions and responding to comments provided by the audience.

New Business

1. Proposed By-Laws – no discussion took place as several members of the committee were not present.

2. GIS Data as a Regulatory Tool – discussion ensued related to NJDEP using GIS to support Wastewater management plans.  In addition to this discussion, a document was circulated “NJDEP Emergent Wetland Version 2.1” describing the use of Land Use/Cover data to help indentify, delineate and rank habitat statewide.  Members were asked to review this document in detail and think of questions for NJDEP.  NJDEP may be asked to attend the next Executive Committee meeting in August to provide more detail related to this use of GIS data for regulatory purposes.
3. Next Forum presentation – topics may include a presentation by NJDEP’s use of GIS as a regulatory tool, or possibly a presentation by Leslie Morlock, GIS Coordinator- Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area, Resource Management & Science Division. 
4. Next NJGF Exec Comm. meeting on August 28.

Motion to adjourn made by Joan and seconded by Brian.  Meeting adjourned at 3:17 pm. 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Tom Tiner, Secretary.

