Minutes

New Jersey Geospatial Forum

March 27, 2009
Welcome and Opening Comments

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by David Kunz, Chairperson.

This meeting of the New Jersey Geospatial Forum is held in compliance with N.J.S.A.10:4-6, known as the Open Public Meeting Act.  Adequate notice of this meeting has been filed with the Secretary of State and distributed to the Trenton Times, Star Ledger, Atlantic City Press, and posted on the New Jersey Geographic Information Network (NJGIN) site. 

Reports

a)  Executive Committee/ Constituency Groups

1) Federal Government.  Roger Barlow reported that USGS will acquire 8-12M in stimulus funds with rules imposed on how funds can be spent.  FEMA region 2 out of NY is coordinating elevation acquisition for NJ.  Coastal LiDAR flight for CAFRA and non-CAFRA areas in the works.  NRCS is in the final stages of completing a digital soil survey for Hudson County with anticipated delivery by the end of the year.  
2)  State Geographic Information Officer.  Andy Rowan reported that Photo Science is going to be delivering revised 2007 orthoimagery for the urban areas in Newark, Jersey City, Trenton, and Atlantic City with reduced building lean.  People who received statewide imagery from OGIS on hard drives will receive the revised images in the mail on DVD.  The affected tiles will be replaced with the revised imagery on the download page on NJGIN as soon as it is ready. OGIS is helping the Division of Elections prepare to support redistricting using GIS.  NJ is expected to lose a Congressional seat after the 2010 Census, therefore requiring a significant effort to re-delineate all districts. 
3) State Government.  Edith Konopka reported that a task of updating the school locations is underway.  The State has requested that the County agencies review their respective school locations and provide updated point locations.  The initial review of data points noted some inconsistencies related to the placement of the point on the school property (point placed on building entrance), as well as the horizontal accuracy of point received, where some points were up to a quarter mile from its actual location.  Statewide parcel edgematching project is scheduled for completion by the end of June.  Some municipal and County boundary adjustments have been made based on more accurate source data.  Land Use Mapping (2007) is scheduled for completion by the end of the year.  National Hydrography Data (NHD) is also well underway with the initial product scheduled for completion by the end of June.  
4) County Government.  David Kunz reported that the County Coordinators recently met and discussed challenges related to the parcel maintenance lifecycle, as well as its relationship with the municipal/County boundaries.  David and Andy Rowan met with NJDCA to discuss GIS as a shared-service, where the current funding mechanism specifically precludes GIS from eligibility.  Unfortunately, NJDCA continues to deny GIS as an eligible shared-service.
5) Regional Authority/MPO.  Will Stevens reported that DVRPC has been diligently working on the Census data and that it takes about 3 hours per County to complete.  He continued to encourage Counties to work with the Census on the 2010 updates. The Federal government has created a website called “FedStat” that shows the final destination of all stimulus funding via a Google Map interface.  DVRPC is preparing for their 2010 flight for digital orthophotography, this series with an oblique option (e.g. Pictometry).   For more information on FedStat, go to: http://www.govtech.com/gt/articles/652976
6) Municipal Government.  No report was provided as Trish Long was not able to attend.
7) Non-government Organizations.  Brian Embley reported that the TNC (the Nature Conservancy) has created a series of map services to provide the foundation components of a centralized infrastructure to help the agency capture, aggregate and analyze conservation data.  TNC’s website can be found at maps.tnc.org.  Also discussed was another TNC data access point (www.climatewiz.org ) developed for both technical and non-technical audiences to access and visualize the impacts of climate anywhere on Earth.  Users can access historic climate data, as well as future changes predicted in a given area. 
8) University, College and K-12.  Joan Leder reported on her recent trip to Washington DC where she attended a GIS workshop on methods to promote the use of GIS in education.  The U.S. Department of Justice has created a “Fusion Center”  promoting the standards and resources that can be considered best practices in information sharing, highlighted with success stories from agencies across the Country.  Mapping and visualization are useful techniques to communicate information to the responders.  Also mentioned was the creation of a new Master of Science in Homeland Security offered at Fairleigh Dickinson.  
9) NJ Professional Land Surveyors.  Don Walby reported that a workshop was held at the February SURVCON conference in Atlantic City.  The workshop “Tax Map Integration in the Digital Age” discussed the changes in the tax map regulations over the past two years to incorporate digital tax maps and develop standards for their preparation.  Information related to these changes, including new AutoCad templates can be found at the following site: http://www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/lpt/digitaltaxmaps.shtml 
Also noted was the difficultly in coordination between Assessor’s and Land Surveyor’s to keep the tax maps up to date.  Funding this maintenance process continues to be a challenge.  A workshop at the NJSLOM conference in November will be focusing on the overall tax map maintenance process at the municipal level.

10) Private Sector.  Tom Tiner reported in either June or September the Forum will be providing another “Look What I Did” presentation session for the membership.  As details are finalized, an email will be distributed.  MAC URISA has scheduled their spring workshop “Internet GIS” on May 12th at the EcoComplex in Bordentown.  Missouri State Senator, Brad Lager has introduced a bill establishing standard for GIS parcel mapping with an emphasis on licensed Land Surveyors.  A summary from the Senate website is below, as well as a URL. 
Here's the Bill Summary, from the Senate website:

SB 384 - This act requires the Office of the Land Surveyor in the Department of Natural Resources to promulgate rules and regulations establishing minimum standards for GIS cadastral parcel mapping. Any map designed and used to reflect legal property descriptions or boundaries for use in a GIS system shall comply with such rules.

The practice of land surveying shall include working with positions of the United States Public Land Survey System and creating, preparing, or modifying computerized data, including land information systems and geographic information systems.

http://apb.directionsmag.com/archives/5533-MAPPS-Reaches-out-to-MO-State-Senator-Regarding-New-Bill-Making-GIS-for-Surveyors-Only.html
b) Task Forces

1) Elevation Task Force.  Roger Barlow reported that the next Task Force meeting will be held on April 23rd.  A presentation will be provided by Renee Shields on the Height Modernization Program by the National Geodetic Survey (NGS). NGS is working to expand the highly successful Height Modernization Program into a true National Program.  Many goals described in the newly released NGS 10 year plan support the basic elements of Height Modernization, including development of a high accuracy geoid model, and development of tools to assist with datum transformations and access to the NSRS. More information on this program can be found at the following website:

 http://www.ngs.noaa.gov/heightmod/
An update on the current status of LiDAR acquisition across the State was also discussed.  Scheduled for 2009 are coastal Ocean and Atlantic Counties, as well as Salem and Mercer County.

2) CORS Network.  Rich Carlson announced that the Task Force will be ending with a final report.

3) OPRA.  Co-chairs trying to coordinate a meeting with Catherine Starghill – Executive Director of the NJ Government Records Council.
4) Electronic Subdivision Standards.  Meeting is scheduled for April 15th.

5) Strategic Plan.  Dave Kunz reported for Kate McGuire.   There have been two task force meetings to date.  The group has identified twelve (12) primary framework layers that will comprise the chapters of the strategic plan.  A chapter coordinator has been identified for each framework layer.  Kate will be distributing an outline to keep chapter formatting consistent.
6) Preserved Land.  Brian Embley is the Executive Committee liaison for this new task force.  Brian will be working on a draft mission statement listing the goals, objective and projected timeframe to completion.
If you are interested in participating on a task force, visit NJGIN and edit your profile to be included on the listserv to receive informative emails. 

Presentation

Doug Schleifer, NJOGIS, gave an informative presentation on the “Feasibility Study for a Comprehensive Statewide Road Centerline Database: Results and Next Steps”. 
The consultant (Fountain Spatial) conducted a series of workshops with a number of organizations at the state; county and regional level, that currently use and/or maintain road centerline data. In addition to the workshops, FSI acquired a series of existing centerline data sets used by the stakeholders, and conducted an extensive analysis of the data. Finally, FSI researched the status and efforts of other states that are in varying stages of implementing a statewide road centerline data set.

The Conclusion of the report is as follows:

There are many different road centerline data sets being maintained throughout the state which results in redundant effort and cost, and breeds inconsistency and confusion. Many users currently utilize multiple centerline data sets to meet their various needs which is inefficient and can be ineffective. Based on stakeholder responses, there is overwhelming agreement and support within the user community for a single, comprehensive road centerline data set for the State of New Jersey. 

This study has arrived at the conclusion that the development of a single, statewide road centerline data that can meet most, but not all, of the requirements of the stakeholders is feasible. A conceptual framework has been presented to guide the development and maintenance of this data set if the State of New Jersey elects to pursue this initiative.

The full report can be found using the following URL.
https://njgin.state.nj.us/oit/gis/NJ_NJGINExplorer/docs/Roads_Feasibility_Study_Final_Report.pdf 
Open Discussion

Any member is encouraged to bring his/her GIT issue or topic of discussion to the Forum at this time.  There were no discussion items at this meeting.

Announcements

a) MAC URISA Spring Meeting, to be held May 12, 2009, at the Rutgers EcoComplex in Burlington County, New Jersey.  This year our Spring Meeting will focus on different approaches to the implementation of Internet GIS. Each presentation will discuss a specific approach highlighting successes as well as potential difficulties, detours, and dead ends.  The meeting will conclude with a panel of experts who will be prepared to discuss Internet GIS, answer questions, and address comments from the audience.   GISP Education Points will be credited at this event.  Registration is only $10. Continental breakfast, lunch & refreshment breaks are included in the attendance fee. A flyer detailing the day's agenda and presentations has been attached to this e-mail.
Register at https://www.acteva.com/go/macurisa 
b) 22nd Annual NJDEP Mapping Contest – This year the contest will be held on April 30th, in the Public Hearing Room of the NJDEP Building at 401 E State Street in Trenton from 
10 am - noon. All DEP, state, non-profit, student, municipal, local, and county GIS users are encouraged to attend and participate. 
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/gis/mapcon2009.htm

c) Atlantic Cape Community College (ACCC) is hosting an event “Excellence in Action through Geographic Information Systems” presented by Janel A. Bisacquino on April 23, 2009 at the ACCC cafeteria in Mays Landing, NJ.  For more information, please contact Joanne DeCicco Barbieri @ barbieri@atlantic.edu.

d) Please visit NJGIN for additional announcements throughout the year.
